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Rizia, 30 – Tannery worker, Hazaribagh, Bangladesh 

 

“I cannot sleep at night because of the itching on my skin. This started when I 
took a job in the leather factory. I came from our village a year ago to find a 
job in the city. I have two school-going children and my husband’s income is 
not enough for my family. I start work in the morning at 8am and my work 
finishes in the evening. To dry the leather I have to continually stand under 
the scorching sun. Sometimes I feel like I will faint. After finishing here, I go 
inside the factory and start working.  

My monthly salary is 4000 taka (40 Euros), which is half what a man gets. But 
I can’t complain as I got this job after so much struggling. My house rent is 
1800 taka. I cannot even buy medicine for my skin diseases. If my salary was 
equal to a man’s I could live a better life.” 
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