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5PAGE BLACKLIST COLLUSION: UNITE UNION POISED TO SUE MET POLICE FORCE

A PRIVATE consultancy fi rm 
was paid more than £930,000 to 
make “effi  ciency” suggestions 
by Northamptonshire County 
Council as it hurtled towards 
bankruptcy, GMB union 
researchers revealed yesterday.

The council also appointed 
DDL Consultancy boss Damon 
Lawrenson as its acting chief 
executive offi  cer — at a cost of 
more than £1,000 a day — just 
months before the local author-
ity ran out of cash.

GMB, which used a free-
dom of information request to 
expose the consultancy bill, 
said it was “sickening” to fi nd 
out that the council had spent 
almost £1 million on consult-
ants while council workers lost 
their jobs and services were cut.

Mr Lawrenson (left) is 
described on the fi rm’s website 
as an “inspirational speaker, 
human development specialist 
and peak performance coach.”

The company describes itself 
as expert in “maximising the 
potential of people and imple-
menting eff ective change man-
agement strategies, specialising 
in turnaround cost reduction 
and profi t management pro-
grammes.”

When contacted by the Star, 
the council’s media offi  ce said 
it was acting for Mr Lawrenson, 
but when asked if he would 
comment it said: “There is noth-

ing further to add on this one.”
Like all local authorities, the 

Tory-run Northamptonshire 
County Council has been hit 
by savage cuts in government 
funding.

It began forking out local 
taxpayers’ cash to DDL in the 
fi nancial year 2008-9, when it 
handed over £86,000.

In following years the 
amounts paid were £237,000 
(2009-10), £236,700 (2010-11), 
£200,600 (2016-17), and £170,700 
(2017-18). The grand total tops 
£931,000.

Then, as bankruptcy loomed 
in November last year, the 
council appointed DDL’s boss 
as its acting chief executive 
offi  cer. There were reportedly 
no other candidates for the job 

and he was paid £1,150 a day.
After fi ve months in the job 

the council has announced he 
is to leave “by mutual consent.”

Northamptonshire has now 
been forced by the government 
to abandon its proposed budget 
for 2018-19, shelve plans for new 
spending and fi nd £40m in cuts.

After reading a report into 
the council’s mismanagement, 
Local Government Secretary 
Sajid Javid has recommended 
the council be split in two.

Council leader Heather 
Smith resigned following the 
report’s publication.

Northampton North Tory 
MP Michael Ellis called the 
management of the authority 
a “national scandal.”

Turn to page 4

NEAR-BANKRUPT 
COUNCIL PAID £1m 
TO CONSULTANTS 

by Peter Lazenby 

Then they hired fi rm’s spiv boss for 
£1k a day to run services into ground
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■ ECONOMY

UNITE SLAMS ‘TOOTHLESS’ LAWS 

ON HOSTILE COMPANY TAKEOVERS
by Marcus Barnett 
Industrial Reporter

BRITISH companies are particu-
larly vulnerable to unwanted 
“casino-style” hostile takeover 
bids compared to those in other 
EU countries such as the Neth-
erlands and France, Unite said 
yesterday.

The union accused the gov-
ernment of being “toothless” as 
a new report showed that Brit-
ish laws on hostile takeovers 
are among Europe’s weakest.

The increase in cash given to 
shareholders of UK-listed fi rms 
was almost double the increase 
of investment made by UK fi rms 
over the last seven years, accord-
ing to a report commissioned by 
Unite. As a result, the report 
claims, the short-term interests 
of shareholders are placed at a 
higher value than employees.

This has the potential to dam-
age local communities and Brit-
ish industry as a whole, it adds.

The report comes in the wake 
of Unilever’s decision to move 
its headquarters to the Neth-

erlands, and amid calls for the 
government to block asset-strip-
per Melrose’s £8.1 billion hostile 
bid for engineering giant GKN.

Unite has demanded a 
strengthening of takeover laws 
in order to put job security and 
economic stability before the 
whims of the market.

Lashing out against the 
short-termism of the City of 
London, Unite general secre-
tary Len McCluskey said that 
“our takeover law is simply 
inadequate when it comes to 
protecting British companies.

“What happens in this 
country would not be allowed 
to happen in France, Holland 
or Germany, but our govern-
ment refuses to give our jobs 
and businesses the same protec-
tion,” he continued.

“Business will vote with its 
feet because Theresa May’s gov-
ernment sits on its hands. City 
speculators looking to turn a 
quick buck know that the UK is 
open to their ‘casino-style’ capital-
ism. This is wrong. Finance should 
be the servant of the economy, not 
the other way around.”

The report makes recom-
mendations to strengthen the 
voice of workers and commu-
nity interests, including making 
fi rms opt out of rewarding long-
term investors with additional 
voting rights as a way of reduc-
ing potential hostile takeovers 
and short-term investment.

Mr McCluskey urged that 
adoption of these measures 
would be necessary to halt the 
“bewildering,” “frustrating” 
and “irresponsible” destabili-
sation of British industry.

marcusbarnett@peoples-press.com

LEN McCLUSKEY: Ministers refuse to give jobs and businesses the same protection as in France, Netherlands or Germany

■ SCOTLAND

Labour activists 
take housing fi ght 
to SNP marginals
by Lamiat Sabin

SCOTTISH LABOUR activists 
will target marginal SNP seats 
today  in a campaign focused 
on how to tackle the housing 
crisis.

Hundreds of party members 
will knock on residents’ doors 
in key seats just days after it 
was revealed that one million 
Scots live in poverty after hous-
ing costs are deducted from 
their incomes.

Activists will target SNP-held 
seats, including Lanark and 
Hamilton East (266 majority), 
Glasgow North (1,060), Living-
ston (3,878), and West Dunbar-
tonshire (2,288).

Scottish Labour leader Rich-
ard Leonard pledged during 
party conference to bring in a 
Mary Barbour law to ensure fair 
rents and  better standards in 
the private rented sector, and 
outlined new ways to invest 
and build more council homes.

Ms Barbour led a women’s 
housing association during 
the Glasgow rent strikes 
of 1915.

Scottish Labour 
campaigns and party 
engagement spokes-
person Neil Findlay 
MSP said: “At the last 
general election in 

June, Scottish Labour increased 
its tally of seats by six — but 
we are in touching distance of 
winning many more.

“With the Tories clinging on 
to power through a grubby deal 
with the DUP, the number of 
seats Labour wins in Scotland 
at the next general election will 
be crucial in building a major-
ity to make Jeremy Corbyn 
prime minister.

“The reality is the SNP has 
taken a housing shortage in 
Scotland and turned it into a 
housing crisis. 

“Richard Leonard has 
already outlined Labour’s 
plan to transform housing in 
Scotland, including measures 
such as a Mary Barbour law to 
control private rents.

“We need to see real and 
radical change in housing, 
with too many people pushed 
into poverty because of hous-
ing costs.

“Scottish seats can play a cru-
cial role in ousting this callous 
Tory government — and Labour 
remains ready to win across the 

country.”
lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

■ INDUSTRIAL

STRIKES to keep safety-
critical guards on trains 
will go ahead across the 
Northern network next 
week, the RMT union 
confi rmed yesterday as it 
accused bosses of snub-
bing negotiations.

Workers will strike 
from Monday March 
26, until Thursday over 
bosses’ attempts to get 
rid of guards. RMT said 
that calls for three-way 
discussions between 
Northern and the Depart-
ment for Transport had 
been knocked back.

If ministers and priva-
teers get their way, nearly 
half a million trains a 
year will be running 
across northern England 
without a guard, who 
are essential to aid pas-
sengers, especially the 
disabled, and keep them 
safe in emergencies.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said that 
“no-one should be in any 
doubt, this dispute is 
about putting the safety 
of the travelling public 
before the profi ts of the 
private train companies.

“It is frankly ludicrous 
that we have […] long-
term arrangements in 
Scotland and Wales that 
protect the guards and 
passenger safety but [not] 
in England,” he said.

‘Stubborn’ 
Northern rail 
bosses face 
strike action

■ HIGHER EDUCATION

Unison calls for strike over uni pensions
UNISON is urging its members 
working in universities to vote 
for strike action to defend their 
pension scheme from attack.

The ballot for strike action 
will start in April, and comes as 
employers wish to change the 
Universities Superannuation 
Scheme (USS) from a defi ned-
benefi t scheme to a defi ned-
contribution one.

This means that workers’ 
pensions would no longer 

depend on their length of 
employment, but what sort of 
package they could individually 
buy upon retirement.

Unison members have already 
rejected the proposals by 91 per 
cent in an internal consultation, 
and their colleagues in the Uni-
versity and College Union (UCU) 
have taken industrial action.

UCU members across Britain 
walked out this month and last 
over the pensions changes, 

which would leave academic 
workers £10,000 worse off  a 
year in retirement.

Unison head of higher edu-
cation Donna Rowe-Merriman 
said it was “unthinkable” that 
university employers are pro-
posing to “make some of the 
lowest-paid take on more risk 
for less money in retirement.

“This is not the way to 
reward staff  for their hard 
work,” she said.

NEED SOME STARS FOR A MEETING OR CONFERENCE?
 circulation@peoples-press.com

PLEDGE: Scottish 
Labour leader 
Richard Leonard
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Celebrate 
5 years of 
no Thatcher 
this April 8th CD Single out 

March 30th! 
Order now 
on Amazon

Maggie 
Thatcher’s 
Rotting 
Corpse

Let’s get to Number 1!

mtrcpunk.co.uk

Happy 80th birthday

RONNIE 
SPENCER
From Bob Sproule and 
Ruth Charlton

■ NATIONAL ACTION

Soldier tells trial he 
knew little about 
banned nazi sect
by Ceren Sagir

A SOLDIER accused of 
membership of a proscribed 
neonazi terrorist group 
claimed yesterday that 
a more senior colleague 
handed him propaganda 
leafl ets at an army base.

Private Mark Barrett 
said that Corporal Mikko 
Vehvilainen gave him two 
National Action fl yers and 
had made racist “jokes.”

The serviceman also 
alleged that he was asked to 
draw pictures of a swastika 
and a World War II German 
tank, which were found in 
his accommodation.

After he was arrested 
on suspicion of a terror-
ism off ence at Alexander 
Barracks, Cyprus, he told 
authorities that he found 
Cpl Vehvilainen “intimidat-
ing” and that he “scared the 
crap” out of him.

Pte Barrett, Cpl Vehvi-
lainen and a 23-year-old 
man who cannot be named 
in the press are on trial at 
Birmingham Crown Court 
accused of National Action 
membership.

Pte Barrett claimed that 
he put the leafl ets he had 
been given in his wallet and 

did not look at them again 
until they were found after 
his arrest.

He said the extent of 
his knowledge of National 
Action was “they’re a bunch 
of racist guys.”

National Action were 
banned in December 2016 
after a series of events 
including posting on Twitter 
in support of the murder of 
Labour MP Jo Cox.

Asked about drawings in 
his sketchbook, Pte Barrett 
said: “Yeah I’ve got a book, a 
drawings book, but basically 
there’s pictures that Vehvi-
lainen asked me to do.

“I like to draw and always 
have done, so I drew a cou-
ple of pictures for him and 
that was it.”

He added: “I don’t think 
the pictures themselves 
were specifi cally racist. I just 
think it had, excuse me, the 
swastika on them.”

Cpl Vehvilainen is 
charged with possession of 
a terrorist document — a 
manifesto written by Nor-
wegian nazi Anders Breivik 
— and two counts of stirring 
up racial hatred relating to 
two online forum posts.

The trial continues on Mon-
day.

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

■ SYRIAN WAR

Five-day protest highlights 
Turkish aggression in Afrin
by Ceren Sagir 

A FIVE-DAY protest outside 
Downing Street organised by 
Defend Afrin Platform has 
come to an end.

The platform, consisting of var-
ious Turkish and Kurdish commu-
nity groups and activists, staged 
the demo for nine hours each day 
before it ended yesterday.

Campaigners aimed to 
inform members of the public 
about Turkey’s invasion of the 
Afrin region in north-west Syria.

A spokesman for Defend 
Afrin, who is originally from 
Syria, said the Kurdish-admin-
istered region was “peaceful, 
democratic and has equality 

rights” and that is why it had 
been targeted by the Turkish 
military. Henry, a protester and 
a young member of the Kurd-
ish community in London, said 
the demonstrations had been 
“eff ective” but they were “not 
being loud enough.”

He said: “We were out here 
every day but to the govern-
ment it’s nothing, just random 
civilians shouting.”

Another young activist, Guli-
zar, called for the public to join 
them in future protests to be a 
“voice” for the many civilians 
in Afrin.

She said the demos were 
important as “there’s so many 
people in London who don’t 
know what’s going on.”

On January 20, the Turk-
ish government launched an 
unprovoked invasion against 
the people of Afrin in violation 
of international law.

Its invasion, including wide-
spread air strikes and shell-
ing, have killed hundreds and 
forced thousands to fl ee.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, who has repeat-
edly said he would “cleanse” the 
region, has also been accused of 
recruiting al-Qaida-linked fi ght-
ers who have indiscriminately 
killed, looted and terrorised the 
civilian population.

The British government sup-
ports Turkey’s attack, claiming 
it has the right to defend its 
borders. Theresa May recently 

signed a major arms deal with 
the Turkish government, 
despite evidence of its use of 
weapons against civilians.

The Defend Afrin Platform 
are calling for an end to Tur-
key’s invasion of Syria and for 
the government to stop the arms 
trade to Turkey and other bloody 
regimes in the Middle East.

Campaigners also want an 
independent investigation into 
war crimes in the region and 
for humanitarian support for 
civilians in Syria.

A London demonstration will 
be held on March31 at 2pm. Pro-
testers will gather outside Mar-
ble Arch station before march-
ing to Parliament Square.

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

SPEAKING OUT: The 
demonstrators spent 
the week protesting 
outside Downing Street  
to draw attention to the 
Turkish government’s 
military invasion of 
northern Syria
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We Are The Lions, 
Mr Manager

Political theatre 
comes to Har-
row

Harrow
9th April

Edgware
11th April

Book now at www.
townsendproductions.org.uk

Happy birthday 
Stuart Hyslop
RMT stalwart and dogged 
Morning Star supporter
75 years a rebel!
Love from Rona, David, Daniel, Hannah and Tom

TED POOLE

A good man who will 
be sadly missed.

Our condolences to Ivy.

Susan, Clive and 
Dannie Camburn

Delegates are 
being provided with this 
paper through the kind support of         

North West FBU and 
Unison regions.

Yorks and Humberside 
REGIONAL TUC AGM

■ FREE SCHOOL

Young resigns (again) citing 
media focus as ‘distraction’
TOBY YOUNG has resigned as 
the head of a charity advo-
cating the government’s dis-
astrous free schools policy.

The New Schools Network 
said yesterday that the right-
wing journalist had quit 
because the role had brought 
unwelcome publicity.

“Toby has concluded that 
the media attention [on] his 
continuing presence at the 
helm of NSN is attracting 
has become a distraction 
from the vital work it is 
doing and, for that rea-
son, he has decided to step 
down,” the statement said.

Mr Young is a sexist right-
wing ideologue, whose years 

of making misogynistic 
comments sparked a storm 
of condemnation in January 
after the Tories picked him 
for a top job at a new uni-
versities regulator.

He was forced to resign 
from the board of the Offi  ce 
for Students after a peti-
tion demanding his sack-
ing gathered about 220,000 
signatures.

The New Schools Network, 
which is funded by the gov-
ernment, is due to announce 
Mr Young’s successor shortly.

■ FOOD POVERTY 

Benefi t cap 
forces parents 
to skip meals 
for days, says 
new study
by Ceren Sagir

WORKING parents who qualify 
for benefi ts which have been 
frozen by the government 
are most likely to have to rely 
on foodbanks, according to a 
newly published study.

Seven out of 10 households 
which receive supplies from 
its foodbanks have dependent 
children.

Out of the families surveyed, 
four out of fi ve with children 
under the age of 16 are classed 
as living with severe food inse-
curity, according to Sheffi  eld 
University’s political economy 
research institute.

This means they had 
skipped meals, sometimes 
for days.

Single parents who use 
foodbanks were most likely 
to report they were struggling 
with the rising costs of food 
and housing.

The report’s leading author 
Dr Rachel Loopstra said: “Our 
fi ndings draw urgent attention 
to the severe food insecurity 
and poverty experienced by 
families with children who 
are receiving help from food-
banks.

“Low-income families with 
children have experienced 
signifi cant reductions in wel-
fare entitlements in recent 
years, and entitlements will 
be reduced further for low-
income families given changes 
to child tax credits and the 
ongoing benefi t freeze in the 
context of rising living costs.”

She said that if fi nancial sup-

port is not increased for low-
income families with children, 
it is likely more children and 
their parents will continue to 
need to use foodbanks.

Ms Loopstra continued: “A 
national survey is needed to 
monitor vulnerability to this 
serious problem among house-
holds with children.”

Trussell Trust chief execu-
tive Emma Revie warned that 
the situation is only expected 
to get worse for working fami-
lies who are likely to be worse-
off  under universal credit.

She said: “As a nation, we 
value justice and compassion, 
particularly for our children, 
but this research shows fami-
lies across Britain are locked in 
poverty, with incomes so low 
they are unable even to aff ord 
to put food on their children’s 
plates.

“These fi ndings are particu-
larly concerning when we are 
braced for further real-terms 
reductions in the very work-
ing-age benefi ts that should 
be protecting these families 
and children from poverty 
and hunger in the fi rst place.”

Networks of foodbanks will 
continue to ensure food and 
support is given to families fac-
ing hunger for the moment, 
but the government should 
work towards removing its 
cap on working-age benefi ts, 
she added.

“There should be no higher 
priority than ensuring all UK 
families can aff ord to put food 
on the table when their chil-
dren are hungry.”

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

■ SHEFFIELD

Jarvis picked to stand for mayor
by Lamiat Sabin

PROGRESS vice -chair Dan 
Jarvis has been chosen as 
Labour’s candidate to be 
the f irst directly-elected 
mayor of the Sheff ield City 
Region, it was announced 
yesterday.

The Barnsley Central MP 
beat Sheffield city council-
lor Ben Curran — a supporter 
of Jeremy Corbyn who had 
vowed to “bury the legacy of 

Thatcherism” in the region 
— in a two-horse race for the 
Labour nomination ahead of 
the poll on May 3.

It is expected that he will 
have to choose between 
standing for mayor and con-
tinuing as an MP after reports 
that Labour’s National Execu-
tive Committee decided that 
candidates cannot have these 
dual roles. Labour has yet to 
confirm that ruling.

Mr Jarvis wants to combine 
both positions.

The post of the Shef-
field City region mayor has 
been mired in controversy 
because, unlike similar roles 
in Manchester and the West 
Midlands, no devolution 
and funding deal has yet 
been agreed to go with the 
appointment.

Two of the four South York-
shire councils — Doncaster 
and Barnsley — have rejected 
a devolution plan centred on 
the county in favour of join-
ing a pan-Yorkshire proposal.

Earlier this month, 18 of 
the 20 local authorities in 
Yorkshire agreed to back a 
proposal to the government 
to deliver a “One Yorkshire” 
devolution deal. 

Sheffield and Rotherham 
were the only Yorkshire coun-
cils not to sign up to the plan.

Mr Jarvis was selected in a 
ballot of members by 2,584 
votes to 1,903 on a turnout of 
37 per cent of those eligible 
to take part.

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

HAVE A STORY?
news@peoples-press.com

■ FRONT PAGE

NEAR-
BANKRUPT 
COUNCIL 
SPENT £1m 
FROM P1: GMB representative 
Rachelle Wilkins said: “For 
Northamptonshire County 
Council to splurge almost £1m 
on consultancy while people are 
losing their jobs and services are 
being cut is a real kick in the 
teeth.

The council’s “bankruptcy 
was cooked up in Whitehall 
by the Conservatives’ failed 
austerity agenda.

“But the staggering fi nancial 
incompetence of the Tory council 
has made a bad situation much, 
much worse.

“Under the Conservatives 
our public services have been 
weakened, conditions for the 
workforce have deteriorated, and 
meanwhile fat cats like Damon 
Lawrenson have got richer.”

The council’s dire fi nancial 
state has seen Northampton-
shire’s seven Tory MPs squab-
bling publicly with Tory coun-
cillors over allocation of blame 
for the fi asco.

Councillors are blaming cuts 
while MPs are blaming council-
lors’ incompetence.

samtobin@peoples-press.com

■ BREXIT

GMB shame Rees-Mogg 
over passport move to EU
JACOB REES-MOGG should stand 
up for passport-makers in his con-
stituency by opposing government 
plans to get the new documents 
made in France, the GMB union 
said yesterday.

The Tory MP for North East Som-
erset is neglecting workers at the 
De La Rue passport printing fi rm, 
which has manufactured British 
passports since 2009.

It emerged this week that 
Franco-Dutch fi rm Gemalto 
received the £490 million con-
tract to make the post-Brexit blue 
passports after 2019, which would 
result in production being moved 
to France.

GMB general secretary Tim 
Roache joined calls from across the 
labour movement to save the jobs.

He said that Mr Rees-Mogg 
“needs to put his money where 
his mouth is and stand up for jobs 
that are being sent abroad by his 
own government.”

“If Brexit is going to work for 
workers, this is exactly the sort of 
decision that needs to be made in 
their interests. The government 
has to reverse this decision now,” 
he added. 

France prints its own pass-
ports domestically, on supposed 
national security grounds.

Star comment pg 12
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Working Class Movement Library

JOYCE EVANS  
2/1/1926 - 11/3/2018

Lifelong trade unionist and 
socialist sister.

Awarded TUC Women’s Gold badge  
in 1989

A long standing trustee of the Library

Condolences to Jane and family

ANNA CAMPBELL/
 HELÎN QERECOX

I was shocked and stunned while driving into work to hear on the BBC that 
Anna Campbell had been killed on active service with the YPJ in Syria. 

I salute her immense courage, commitment and sacrifice.  She did and gave a 
million times more in practice for the struggle than many of us are capable of 

even thinking.

I salute the women and men fighting as the YPG/YPJ for Kurdish  
national, democratic and social rights.

“The revolution in Rojava embodies the spirit of resistance … 
part of the worldwide fight of the oppressed against the reign of 

state, capital and patriarchy.”(Anna Campbell/ Helîn Qerecox)

My condolences to Anna’s family, friends and comrades.

Andrew Northall

n UNIONS 

UNITE POISED TO 

TAKE LEGAL ACTION 

OVER BLACKLISTING 
by Marcus Barnett
Industrial Reporter

THE Unite union is considering 
legal action against the Metro-
politan Police after it admitted 
supplying information to black-
listing construction firms.

As reported in the Star yes-
terday, the force has confessed 
that officers infiltrated trade 
unions and spied on members 
to pass information to building 
firm bosses, after years of deny-
ing the allegations made by the 
Blacklist Support Group (BSG).

Deputy Assistant Com-
missioner Richard Martin 
finally admitted to supplying 
the firms, via the infamous 
Consulting Association, with 
information on 3,200 union 
members after the BSG made 
a complaint to the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission.

Unite is considering whether 
to launch a new legal cast 
against the Met.

The union has already 
started action on behalf of over 
70 blacklisted members on the 
grounds of breach of privacy, 
defamation and Data Protection 
Act offences.

A historic High Court case in 
2016 found that a total of 3,212 
workers had been blacklisted by 
the Consulting Association.

The verdict led to hundreds 
of blacklisted workers receiving 
significant compensation from 
construction firms for having 
their livelihoods systematically 
disrupted and, in some cases, 
ruined.

But this latest admission 
raises serious concerns that the 
Met had suppressed the admis-
sion of guilt of its officers for 
two years until now, meaning 
that the relevant information 
wasn’t available during the 
2016 court proceedings.

Unite assistant general secre-
tary Howard Beckett confirmed 
that the latest revelations could 
have “potentially major impli-

cations” for future legal cases.
Fellow assistant general sec-

retary Gail Cartmail declared 
the revelation a “major break-
through.”

“The police have finally been 
forced to admit what we already 
knew — that they were know-
ingly and actively involved in 
the blacklisting of construction 
workers.”

Ms Cartmail called for a 
transparent public inquiry 
into blacklisting, as well as 
for Sir John Mitting’s inquiry 
into undercover policing to be 
opened up.

BSG secretary Dave Smith 
has condemned police officers 
for providing intelligence and 
information to an “unlawful 
corporate conspiracy.”
“If it’s happening in construc-
tion, the very same thing will 
be happening in other sectors,” 
Mr Smith warned.
No officers currently face action 
in relation to the collusion.

marcusbarnett@peoples-press.com

ADMISSION: Met Police finally confesses to spying on trade unions

n WAGE DISPARITY

Train drivers on 
track with lowest 
gender pay gap
by Our News Desk

TRAIN drivers have the nar-
rowest pay gap between men 
and women, according to new 
statistics compiled by the Gov-
ernment Equalities Office.

The overall gender pay in 
Britain is 18.4 per cent while for 
train drivers it is just 0.7 per cent.

Train drivers’ union Aslef 
general secretary Mick Whelan 
attributed the small difference to 
widespread union membership 
and the protection ensured by 
collective bargaining agreements.

The gap would be even nar-
rower if there were more female 
train drivers working full-time, 
or men working part-time, he 
suggested.

“I am delighted that train driv-
ers have the lowest gender pay 
gap of any job in the UK,” Mr 
Whelan said.

“As a trade union, we can only 
recruit people as members who 
have been selected, and trained, 

to work as drivers by the train 
and freight operating companies.

“But we work with these 
companies, every day of every 
week, to ensure they encour-
age women, as well as men, to 
become train drivers.”

Around 96 per cent of train 
drivers are Aslef members. Out 
of 19,661 Aslef members, 6.5 per 
cent of them are women.

Mr Whelan said that the 
rail industry must do more to 
recruit more women.

Organisations with 250 or 
more employees have to report 
their gender pay gaps by April 4.

Meanwhile, a TUC study pub-
lished yesterday showed that the 
gender pay gap is widest when 
a woman reaches 50, when she 
will be paid over £8,400 less 
than a man doing an equiva-
lent job.

Full-time female workers are 
paid less than men at every stage 
of their career in their adult life, 
the TUC found.

news@peoples-press.com

HEADSHOT: A member 
of the public plays a 
life-size version of the 
classic whack-a-mole 
arcade game in Coventry. 
The installation called 
Actual Reality Arcade is 
part of the city’s Shop 
Front Festival.
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n united states

Trump brings in warmonger 
Bolton as security adviser
by Our Foreign desk 

UNITED STATES President 
Donald Trump has appointed 
right-wing warmonger John 
Bolton as his national security 
adviser, raising serious doubts 
about planned talks between 
the US and North Korea.

Mr Trump sacked his previ-
ous adviser, General HR McMas-
ter, late on Thursday night.

Mr Bolton is an extreme 
rightwinger best known for 
his time as George W Bush’s 
ambassador to the United 
Nations in 2005 and 2006.

Before that he was in charge 
of arms control at the US State 
Department – during the 
period when lies about Iraq’s 

non-existent weapons pro-
grammes were used to sell the 
US-British invasion.

His appointment comes 
before a planned meeting 
between Mr Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and 

has raised fears that any talks 
on nuclear weapons and secu-
rity guarantees will be short.

Mr Bolton wrote in the Wall 
Street Journal last month claim-
ing that an unprovoked nuclear 
attack by the US on North Korea 

n united states

temporary exemption angers eu leaders
EUROPEAN UNION leaders 
vented their frustration yester-
day that they had only obtained 
a temporary exemption to US 
tariffs on steel and aluminium 
and argue the measure should 
never have applied to their 
countries in the first place.

Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel said the exemp-
tion until May 1 was an unfair 
way by Washington to treat 

loyal servants and did not bode 
well for any trade talks.

“It is a sort of gun to our head,” 
Mr Michel said. “It is a strange 
way to negotiate with a partner.”

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May told reporters at 
yesterday’s EU summit that 
the EU leaders “want to ensure 
that does become a permanent 
exemption” since they funda-
mentally disagree that the EU 

should face tariffs based on US 
national security grounds.

Until Washington grants 
them that full exemption, the 
EU leaders said they reserved 
the right “to respond to the US 
measures as appropriate and in 
a proportionate manner.”

They already have a list of US 
goods with which to retaliate, 
including bourbon whiskey, orange 
juice, motorbikes and jeans.

n egyPt

WESTERN states are prop-
ping up Egypt’s military 
rulers by flogging the 
country weapons with few 
strings attached, anti-cor-
ruption watchdog Trans-
parency International 
said yesterday.

In a new report, the 
group said that financial 
and military aid from 
Western states and arms 
manufacturers had helped 
the Egyptian military con-
solidate its hold on power.

The publication comes 
shortly before Egypt’s pres-
idential election, which 

ex-general Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi will win handily.

He only faces one oppo-
nent, who actually sup-
ports Mr Sissi and worked 
for him until recently.

Other potential candi-
dates have all been intimi-
dated away or arrested 
for daring to file their 
registrations.

Britain has exported 
over £300 million of arms 
to Egypt in the past 10 
years and strongly sup-
ports Mr Sissi.

Transparency Interna-
tional said that the size of 

the military’s budget was 
unknown and that it was 
“a largely opaque and unac-
countable institution.”

The military has its 
own economic interests, 
owning many companies, 
and has controlled the 
country for most of the 
past 70 years.

That was interrupted 
briefly with the election 
of Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi, of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, 
though he was over-
thrown after just over a 
year in office in July 2013.

Western weapons ‘propping up military rule’

VIETNAM: Firefighters 
rescue a young child from 
a block of flats during a 
blaze in Ho Chi Minh City. 

The fire, which began 
early yesterday morning, 
killed over 13 people and 
injured at least 200. 

Most of them died of 
suffocation or jumping 
from high floors. 

The block, which was 
built in 2009, houses 
around 700 families, 
with over 100 rescued by 
emergency services.

tHReat tO 
natiOnaL 
seCuRity: 
John Bolton
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Parliament starts 
without coalition

Macron’s popularity 
tumbles amid strikes
FRANCE: President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
popularity has fallen 
even further, accord-
ing to a poll published 
a day after mass strikes 
against his austerity 
policies rocked the 
country.

The austerity and 
privatisation-obsessed 
ex-banker now has an 
approval rating of just 40 
per cent, collapsing by 12 
points since the end of 
last year.

President ‘won’t quit  
over language’
PERU: President Pedro 
Pablo Kuczynski threat-
ened yesterday to with-
draw his resignation 
because the proposed 
congressional resolution 
accepting it accuses him 
of “betraying the father-
land.”

Mr Kuczynski quit 
before facing impeach-
ment by MPs for alleg-
edly taking bribes from 
Brazilian construction 
fi rm Odebrecht.

He tweeted that the 
language was “unaccept-
able.” The language  was 
eventually removed.

Left candidate 
increases lead
MEXICO: Left-wing presi-
dential candidate Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador has 
further extended his lead 
in opinion polls.

Mr Lopez Obrador surged 
to 29.5 per cent in the polls, 
up from 27.1 in February.

His rivals, of the estab-
lishment National Action 
and Institutional Revolu-
tionary parties, have sunk 
lower to 21 and 16 per cent 
respectively as they fi ght 
among themselves.

ITALY: Parliament recon-
vened yesterday following 
this month’s elections, but 
no coalition deal is in sight.

The chauvinist Five Star 
Movement was the largest 
single party, while a far-
right coalition was the larg-
est bloc. Neither has enough 
MPs to govern alone.

Police earlier had to 
remove street art show-
ing Five Star leader Luigi 
Di Maio and League chief 
Matteo Salvini kissing, 
though a mooted deal 
between them to divvy up 
parliamentary positions 
fell apart yesterday.

in brief
■ SPAIN 

SUPREME COURT CHARGES 

SEPARATIST POLITICIANS 
by Our Foreign Desk 

A SPANISH Supreme Court 
judge yesterday charged 13 
Catalan separatist politicians, 
including fugitive former 
regional president Carles 
Puigdemont, with rebellion 
for their attempt to declare 
independence from Spain.

Judge Pablo Llarena’s indict-
ment wrapped up the investi-
gation into the events that six 
months ago plunged Spain 
into its deepest political crisis 
in decades.

Rebellion charges are pun-
ishable with up to 30 years in 
prison.

Mr Llarena said that 25 Cata-
lan separatists in total will be 
tried for rebellion, embezzle-
ment or disobedience.

Others charged with rebel-
lion were former Catalan vice-
president Oriol Junqueras, who 
is already in pre-trial detention; 
seven other members of the 
ousted Catalan government; 

former Catalan parliament 
speaker Carme Forcadell; 
jailed separatist activists Jordi 
Sanchez and Jordi Cuixart and 
the leader of the left-wing sepa-
ratist ERC party, Marta Rovira, 
who said yesterday she was fl ee-
ing Spain.

Mr Puigdemont (right), tak-
ing a break from self-imposed 
exile in Brussels with a trip 
to Finland, said that “it is not 
right for a judge to do politics.”

In a letter to party support-
ers published online, Ms Rovira 
said that she was sad to leave 
Spain, “but it’s been more sad-
dening to lead a silenced life.”

Mr Puigdemont and four 
other Catalan politicians fl ed 
to Brussels following the failed 
secession attempt in late Octo-
ber. Anna Gabriel, a former MP 
for the left-wing separatist CUP 
party, fl ed to Switzerland ear-
lier this year.

Spain’s post-Franco consti-
tution insists the country is 
“indivisible” and courts have 
blocked Catalonia’s independ-

ence eff orts at every turn. 
Secession is not allowed with-
out a constitutional amend-
ment.

Twelve of the former regional 
ministers are also charged with 
misuse of public funds. And 
seven other MPs are charged 

with disobedience.
The judge also required the 

14 ex-members of the Catalan 
cabinet to pay €2.1 million 
(£1.85m) as a collective deposit 
before the trial establishes 
whether they need to pay back 
misused public funds.

That includes €1.6m that, 
according to the judicial inves-
tigation, were used to pay for 
the October 1 referendum 
that set the turbulent events 
in motion, and which Madrid 
insists was illegal.

Mr Llarena described the 
case as “an attack on the con-
stitutional state that, through 
the desire to impose a change 
in the form of government for 
Catalonia and the rest of the 
country, is of unusual gravity 
and persistence.”

His ruling also warned that 
the strategy to secede Catalo-
nia was “dormant and awaiting 
resumption” once separatists 
regained control of the Catalan 
government.

international@peoples-press.com

CATALONIA: Ex--resident Puigdemont charged with rebellion along with 13 others

■ FRANCE

Man kills three & stages  
supermarket kidnap 
AN armed man took hostages 
in a supermarket in southern 
France yesterday, killing three 
people and injuring about a 
dozen others before being shot 
to death when police stormed 
building.

The man was reported to 
have shouted: “You’re bombing 
Syria, you’re going to die” and 
“Vengeance for Syria.”

He also demanded the 
release from prison of Salah 
Abdeslam, accused of involve-
ment in the 2015 bomb and gun 
attacks in Paris.

The attacker fi rst fi red six 
shots at police offi  cers on their 

way back from jogging near the 
city of Carcassonne yesterday 
morning.

He then went to a supermar-
ket in the nearby small town of 
Trebes, 60 miles south-east of 
Toulouse, taking an unknown 
number of people hostage.

In an hours-long standoff , 
special police units converged 
on the scene. Police then 
stormed the supermarket.

Interior Minister Gerard Col-
lomb identifi ed the suspect as 
Redouane Lakdim, 26, a petty 
criminal who he said was radi-
calised and was under police 
surveillance.

would be completely legal.
Even right-wing MPs in 

South Korea have expressed dis-
quiet, with defence committee 
chair Kim Hack Yong calling it 
“worrisome news.”

He said: “North Korea and the 
US need to have dialogue but this 
only fuels worries over whether 
the talks will ever happen.”

Mr Bolton has also repeatedly 
demanded a US war against 
Iran and has vocally advocated 
for the US to withdraw from 
the nuclear agreement with 
Iran.

He also supported the 2011 
assault on Libya and regime-
change eff orts in Syria.

Democratic Senator Bernie 
Sanders said that Mr Bolton 
“was too extreme to be con-
fi rmed as UN ambassador in 
2005” – he was given the job 
through an administrative 
trick – “and is absolutely the 
wrong person to be national 
security adviser now.”

international@peoples-press.com

HOSTAGES: The police outside the supermarket
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Struggle on the Streets the best photos from the week’s protests around the world

ABOVE: Black Lives Matter supporters raise their fists during a rally against the murder of an unarmed black man, Stephon Clark, 
who was shot 20 times by police officers in Sacramento, California

LEFT: A Filipino protester gives out flowers to pay tribute to the six victims of the Manila Pavillion Hotel and Casino fire. The 
demonstrators called for safer working conditions and for President Duterte to launch an inquiry into the 25-hour blaze

ABOVE: French public-sector workers demonstrate in Marseille as part 
of nationwide strikes in protest to President Macron’s labour reforms

LEFT:  A demonstrator takes part in a performance during a rally in Rio 
de Janeiro against the assassination of Brazilian left-wing councillor 
Marielle Franco and her driver

ABOVE: Women march in Poland in protest against further restrictions on abortion
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T
HIS government’s 
decision to award 
the contract for 
the production of 
the much-lauded 
post-Brexit blue 

passport to a Franco-Dutch 
company not only defies belief, 
but is in direct contradiction 
to the idea of “taking back 
control.”

If this government had any 
intention of creating a real 
Northern Powerhouse, then it 
is companies like De La Rue, 
based on the border of my 
constituency, which would be 
the cornerstone of a thriving 
northern economy. 

De La Rue employs hundreds 
of people at the Gateshead 
plant, the majority of whom 

live in Gateshead, directly ben-
efitting both the local economy 
and the Treasury; benefits 
which have now been taken 
out of north-east England and 
handed to continental Europe. 

The question simply has to 
be asked: if its passport opera-
tion was taking place in the 
Home Counties, would we have 
seen a different result?

This government has been 
caught once again saying one 
thing and doing something 
completely different. 

The idea that the return of 
the blue passport would mark 
the beginning of a new dawn 
for an independent Britain, sep-
arate from Europe and forging 
our way in the world, with a 
passport produced in the EU, 

would be laughable if it wasn’t 
so damaging to the north-east 
economy. 

If France is able to retain its 
own passport production on 
grounds of national security, 
under current EU procure-
ment rules, why would this 
government not take the same 
approach? 

Sadly, I find myself asking 
the same old question: why is 
it that workers in the north-
east are worth less than the rest 
of Britain?

Let me be clear, my concerns 
aren’t brought about by a sense 
of nationalist triumphalism, or 
little England syndrome — it’s 
simple economics. 

Unlike many parts of south-
east England, the north-east is 

suffering from a chronic lack of 
investment over many years in 
infrastructure and the economy. 

Many communities across 
the north-east are still trying 
to recover from the closure of 
heavy industry decades ago.  

The result? An inadequate 
transport system and a local 
economy built primarily on 
low-paid, low-skill and low-
security employment. 

Away from the government 
rhetoric, figures released this 
just this week show that in 
my constituency of Gateshead, 
unemployment is twice the 
national average, and growing 
month on month, year on year. 

It is right that we continue 
to maintain close relation-
ships with the EU as we leave 

a trading block of 500 million 
consumers. 

It is imperative that we 
work closer than ever before 
with our neighbours and it 
remains to be seen whether 
this is another example of a 
company undercutting com-
petitors to win the tender, to 
then ramp up costs later in the 
process. 

Aside from all of that, one 
thing is clear: this procure-
ment process has clearly failed 
to take into account the addi-

tional benefits to the national 
economy, let alone the local 
economy in Gateshead. 

With a growing unemploy-
ment rate across my constitu-
ency, the potential loss of sig-
nificant numbers of well-paid, 
high-skilled jobs is a disaster 
for Gateshead and the north-
east, and something that this 
government clearly doesn’t care 
about.

 ■ Ian Mearns is Labour MP for 
Gateshead.

Why is it that workers 

in the north-east are 

worth less than the 

rest of Britain?

The time is 
right for the 
Scottish 
People’s 
Assembly to 
get on the 
front foot

The loss of the Brexit blue passport contract means the 

north-eastern economy will suffer, writes IAN MEARNS

T
ODAY the Scottish 
People’s Assembly 
Against Austerity 
is holding its AGM 
in Unite the Union 
offices, Glasgow.

Guest speakers include Scot-
tish Labour Party leader Rich-
ard Leonard MSP, SNP MP Chris 
Stephens, FBU regional secre-
tary Denise Christie, Institute 
of Employment Rights execu-
tive member Ruth Dukes and 
all ably chaired by our very 
own Phil McGarry of RMT.

It brings together local Peo-
ple’s Assembly groups, trades 
councils and unions to set out 
and agree our plans and strat-
egy for the coming year.

At this time with the Tories’ 
shambolic Brexit negotiations 
and the renewed attacks 
against Jeremy Corbyn over 
events in Salisbury by the 
Tories, the media and even 
the right wing within his own 
party, it is even more impor-
tant that the People’s Assembly 
movement refocuses on the job 
in hand — an end to the ideo-
logical austerity agenda and 
the removal of the Tories from 
office at the earliest opportu-
nity.

But there needs to be a plan 
in place for what will replace 

this Tory ideology. We need a 
grassroots movement that is 
further developed and is work-
ing not just nationally but is 
rooted in our local communi-
ties and workplaces to create 
the change we need.

To that end, the Scottish Peo-
ple’s Assembly has adapted the 
excellent publication In Place of 
Austerity — A Programme for 
the People, by the national Peo-
ple’s Assembly, to take account 
of all the devolved issues in 
Scotland, and we will be using 
the AGM as the official launch 
for this Scottish version.

This programme clearly sets 
out what the Tory austerity 
agenda is really about. It details 
the ongoing impact this auster-
ity is having on our finances, 
public services, social security, 
working conditions and in fact 
how it affects us all.

It provides a platform for 
us all to move from protest 
and what we are against, to a 
campaign strategy of fighting 
to win.

It gives details on how a 
different economy and indus-
trial strategy is possible and 

how this can be financed and 
sustained by introducing this 
fighting-to-win strategy within 
its pages.

This valuable campaigning 
tool will be distributed to all 
local campaigning groups and 
affiliates here in Scotland. It 
will be promoted at the STUC 
conference in April through 
our fringe meeting and stall.

It does not pretend to hold 
all the answers, but it is a great 
starting point.

I
t needs to be further devel-
oped and expanded upon 
by developing the ideas 
even further.

But it does gives us a 
clear strategy and the basis for 
not just protesting but moving 
on to the creation of a wider 
united movement that has a 
clear strategy at its heart.

It has that strategy within 
its pages for rebalancing the 
economy, returning democratic 
control to local communities, 
not only reversing and ending 
the marketisation and privati-
sation in our public services but 
rebuilding them, and strength-
ening workers’ rights through 
legislating for the IER’s Mani-
festo for Labour Law.

Nationalisation of transport, 

mail, energy and the banks. 
Sorting the social security 
system so it helps people when 
they are in need, not this cur-
rent draconian system that is 
designed to punish them.

All of this financed by clos-
ing tax loopholes, introducing 
a truly progressive tax system, 
using “quantitative easing for 
the people,” reducing defence 
spending and of course cancel-
ling the renewal of Trident.

The time is right for a pro-
gramme such as this and it 
should be used a rallying point 
for all local People’s Assemblies, 
community groups, trades 
councils and unions.

The time is right to move 
on to the offensive and to 
start organising nationally 
and, more importantly, locally 
to achieve the aims set out in 
this publication. To create a 
united movement around this 
programme for real change.

This is a programme for the 
people and it can be used by us 
all to help in the creation and 
the change that the People’s 
Assembly Against Austerity was 
originally initiated for.

 ■ Copies or pdf files can be ordered, 
or you can get involved by contact-
ing peoplesassyscot@gmail.com.

 
by Tam Kirby
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T
HE past year has 
presented us with 
both challenges 
and opportuni-
ties in equal 
measure.  

Against a backdrop of uncer-
tain economic conditions and 
political change, Unite the 
Union has won several land-
mark decisions which will 
benefit not only our members 
but members from right across 
the movement.

Over the course of the last 12 
months Unite has secured two 
significant rulings at employ-
ment tribunals.  

One, against Kostal, centred 
on the company’s attempts to 
induce our members into giv-
ing up their collective trade 
union rights.  

With the support of Unite 
legal services, our members 
were awarded compensation 
of £420,000 between them.  

The second ruling involved a 
Unite member diagnosed with 
a pre-cancerous lesion who was 
dismissed for having too much 
sick leave. 

Ruling in our member’s 
favour, the tribunal found 
that “pre-cancer” is a form of 
cancer and, as such, should be 
treated in the same way under 
the Equality Act. Both of these 
cases provide wide-reaching 
security for workers right 
across the country.

The collapse of Carillion left 
hundreds of thousands of work-
ers facing an uncertain future, 
as well as leaving hundreds of 
construction projects in limbo.  

The company, which pro-
vided support for services right 
across Britain and abroad, as 
well as major public construc-
tion works, was brought to its 
knees under the weight of mas-
sive debts.  

Just prior to the collapse, the 
company sought the help of the 
government, asking for public 
money to keep it afloat.  There 
can be no clearer example of 
the widening gap between 
workers and shareholders and 
also why privatising public 
services and contracts is the 
wrong way to go.

Our NHS has suffered follow-
ing the collapse of Carillion, 
with hospital building projects 
and managed services being 
left with an uncertain future. 
This is on top of the ongoing 
privatisation of our NHS.  

Having worked in the NHS 
for many years, I am deeply 
concerned about the future of 
our NHS.  

The ideological attack by the 

Tory government is ripping 
the service apart and leaving 
patients facing long waiting 
times and staff facing more 
and more pressure. 

A huge reduction in the 
number of people applying to 
work for the NHS is a ticking 
time bomb.  

It leaves patients at risk, and 
it gives the Tories more ammu-
nition in their privatisation 
agenda.  

There has been no greater 
threat to our NHS than the 
current government.  

The forcing through of 
Accountable Care Organisa-
tions will put the care of mil-
lions of people in the hands 
of small groups of providers 
which are motivated by profit 
rather than patient care. 

Period poverty is a grow-
ing concern for many women 
in Britain as they are forced 
to choose between food and 
sanitary products.  

This issue has, in recent 
years, been highlighted in 
Parliament by Paula Sherriff 
MP and Unite is proud to be 
calling for a sustained cam-
paign within the trade union 
movement to ensure that VAT 
is removed from sanitary 
products, that employers pro-
vide free sanitary products to 

women workers and that period 
poverty school campaigns are 
run via school health nurses. 

Unite Community has con-
tinued to go from strength to 
strength and our Community 
members have been at the fore-
front of some key campaigns 
over the last 12 months.

In particular they led a cam-
paign to educate the public on 
the effects of universal credit.  

In the run-up to Christ-
mas they held stalls right 
across Britain to highlight the 
changes to the welfare system 
and impact they were having 
on claimants.

I recognise that the next 
year will have some unique 
challenges. The uncertainty 
of Brexit means that we must 
all keep a focus on the protec-
tion of workers’ rights and 
also ensure that the economy 
that emerges from Brexit is 
one that benefits the whole of 
society and not just the wealthy 
shareholders.

As well as Britain’s position 
in the world, there will be an 
ongoing debate about devolu-
tion within the UK, and Unite 
believes that there needs to be 
a rethinking of the approach to 
create “metro mayors.”  

The interests of the north 
of England can only be fully 

served by having a joined-up 
approach to devolution and a 
system that promotes working 
together across the whole of 
the north, rather than in arti-
ficially constructed mayoral 
combined authorities.  

The only way that this can be 
achieved is through a national 
constitutional convention that 
looks at how the whole of the 
north of England can work 
together to create long-term 
prosperity and security for 
workers.

Political upheaval is clearly 
going to feature as much over 
the next year as it did over the 
last.  

The last 12 months have given 
hope to millions of people who 
voted for real change in last 
year’s general election.   The 
pledges in the Labour manifesto 
and the integrity of Jeremy Cor-
byn resonated with millions of 
people right across Britain. 

It is incumbent on us all to 
make sure that the momentum 
that we have had continues and 
that we seek the change that 
this country so badly needs 
and deserves, which can only 
be delivered by a Labour gov-
ernment.

 ■ Karen Reay is Unite regional 
secretary.

How Unite is gearing up 

to face the political and 

industrial battles ahead
Trade unionists face a year of vital 

struggle, KAREN REAY tells Yorkshire 

and the Humber region of the TUC at its 

annual conference this weekend

T
HIS year is the 
150th anniver-
sary of the Trade 
Union Congress 
and this week-
end, representa-

tives from all the trades unions 
across Yorkshire and the Hum-
ber gather in Harrogate for 
their annual general meeting. 

It comes at a time when 
many workers across the region 
still face great uncertainty 
about their future in a post-
Brexit world.

Workers involved in manufac-
turing are concerned about the 
outcomes of trade talks and how 
potential tariffs or other barri-
ers may affect their jobs, and 
people in public services and 
other service sectors are right 
to be worried about further 
privatisation and outsourcing. 

Unions are also deeply con-
cerned about their employment 
rights which are currently pro-
tected under EU law and do not 
trust the likes of Liam Fox, 
Boris Johnson and co to fight 
their corner in Parliament.

EU laws on working time 
and transfer of rights when a 
business changes ownership 
have often been described by 
the present government as an 
obstacle to growth, as have 
many established health and 
safety provisions we all take 

for granted as being essential 
to our wellbeing.

Many of these issues will be 
discussed at our conference and 
decisions taken on what trade 
union strategies will be taken 
in the event of a loss of these 
rights post-Brexit. 

There will also be a discus-
sion and question-and-answer 
panel on Brexit, and on devolu-
tion for the region, explaining 
the importance of projecting 
the Yorkshire brand to the 
world after Brexit.

Other issues on the agenda 
will deal with more threat-
ened privatisation of the NHS 
across various NHS trusts in the 
region, and motions on care for 
the elderly and social care. 

Public-sector pay, as always, 
will be high on the agenda after 
nearly eight years of severe 
pay restraint, together with 
motions on universal credit, 
school, further and higher 
education funding, together 
with the constant attacks on 
workers’ pensions, in particu-
lar the mineworkers’ scheme 
and the current disputes in the 
university sector.

Culture and entertainment 
unions will launch their Love 
Culture campaign, a subject 
which can help boost economic 
regeneration in towns and cit-
ies all over the region attract-

“T
HERE’S no 
such thing as 
‘only a house-
wife’.”

S h e l i a 
C a p s t i c k 

was speaking to at a small 
gathering of Yorkshire miners’ 
wives to launch a local Women 
Against Pit Closures (WAPC) 
group during the miners’ strike 
against pit closures of 1984-5.

She’d asked the women in 
the front room of her home to 
introduce themselves and say 
what they did.

One nervous woman who 
said she was “only a housewife” 
prompting Sheila’s response 
about there being no such person.

The woman went on to not 
only be an active campaigner 
and fundraiser for WAPC, she 
also addressed packed public 
meetings on platforms along-
side members of Parliament 
and trade union officials.

After the strike she attended 
university and won a degree.

She was not the only person 
to be inspired by Capstick, who 
died on March 11 aged 75.

Capstick first gained public 
attention in 1978 as a cam-
paigner for equality and justice 
for women in working men’s 
clubs. And it all began with a 
game of snooker.

Capstick was enjoying her 
regular game in Wakefield City 
Working Men’s Club (WMC) in 
Yorkshire.

A club committee man was 
waiting impatiently for a game — 
so impatient that a few days later 
the club’s committee banned 
women from playing snooker.

Capstick was furious. She 
wrote to women’s magazine 
Cosmopolitan asking if “in 
these days of so-called equality” 
women should have to stand for 
it. Two thousand people signed a 

petition Capstick started against 
the club’s decision.

Feminist icon Germaine 
Greer responded with a post-
card pledging support.

Fifty people turned up on a 
wet Saturday to deliver the peti-
tion to the club. The committee 
refused to accept it.

Police were called — a com-
mittee man accused the peace-
ful petitioners of “riot.”

The committee reluctantly 
accepted the petition, and 
reputedly tore the it up as the 
lobbyists dispersed.

Drying out in a nearby pub, 
Capstick and a group of soaked 
supporters discussed how the 
inequality and discrimination 
at Wakefield City WMC was 
widespread throughout the 
club movement. 

It was ingrained in the mono-
lithic Club and Institute Union 
(CIU) which represented 4,000 
working men’s clubs with four 
million members.

Out of the bedraggled gather-
ing was born a national organisa-
tion, ERICCA — the Equal Rights 
in Clubs Campaign for Action. 
Its slogan was “A woman’s right 
to cues.” Capstick was its leader.

ERICCA challenged the 
system which barred women 
from full membership of clubs. 
They could not vote or stand in 
elections to club committees. 
They were denied membership 
of the CIU, which gave male 
members of any club access to 
4,000 other clubs. Many clubs 
had “men-only” bars.

Widespread publicity about 
ERICCA brought a huge response.

Trade union organisations, 
including locally Wakefield Trade 
Union Council, voiced support.

Women took up the battle 
at their own clubs, where their 
husbands could be full members 
and vote, but they could not.
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ing new business in many areas 
creating new jobs and wealth.

Manufacturing, automation 
and apprenticeships are on 
the agenda, which are crucial 
elements in our aim to rebal-
ance the economy, to prepare 
for a low-carbon solution for 
many of our heavy industrial 
plants which currently provide 
around 29,000 well-paid jobs in 
Yorkshire and the Humber. 

We will discuss as a panel 
of experts with environmental, 
business and trade union lead-
ers how we can influence the 
climate change agenda while 
ensuring that workers embrace 
a just transition to green jobs 
with new skills, processes and 
technological advances. 

Resolutions on driver-only 
trains and rail safety will be 
discussed and no doubt sup-

ported as disputes in the rail 
industry are currently ongoing.

Trade unions have always 
been at the front in fighting dis-
crimination, racism and sexual 
harassment in the workplace 
and in society in general. 

We will hear motions from 
our unions on all these issues, 
including the attempt by the 
far right to mainstream their 
activities and the appalling 

attacks on ethnic minorities 
and migrant workers since the 
Brexit referendum. 

The TUC will also hear from 
the continuing campaign 
to demand a public inquiry 
into police and state tactics 
at Orgreave during the 1984-5 
miners’ strike. Despite evidence 
collected, the government is 
steadfastly against the truth 
coming out. 

Our conference will call for 
full disclosure and reaffirm its 
support for the campaign.

As we all know, over the 
years trade union member-
ship among young workers has 
been falling for a wide variety 
of reasons. 

In the past year the regional 
TUC has helped to support 
young workers in the food 
industry and entertainment 
and cinema sectors by support-
ing the McDonald’s strikers and 
the Ritzy Picturehouse strikers 
who have been striking for the 
living wage and trade union 
recognition. 

The Yorkshire and Humber 
regional TUC will for the first 
time this year, as part of our 
150th celebrations, hold a par-
allel event for young workers 
at the same venue looking at 
issues around job security, pay 
and conditions and getting 
organised, together with talks 

and discussions about politics 
and their futures. 

They will join the main con-
ference for an evening event 
and again on Sunday for the 
Brexit panel debate, something 
young people are very aware 

of and concerned about how 
it will affect their future life 
prospects.

As more and more workers 
are feeling vulnerable and are 
being exploited by zero-hours 
contracts, bogus self-employ-
ment and continuing auster-
ity, it is vital for workers to 
organise and come together 
to influence their own future.

As the world’s fifth-largest 
economy, the sight of hun-
dreds of people begging on 
the streets, living in tents in 
absolute squalor where there 
is a bit of spare ground and 
families queueing for food at 
foodbanks all over our region 
drives me to continue the 
fight for social and economic 
justice. 

Organising and the taking of 
decisive action as trade unions 
is the only way to change our 
region and our country where 
all people regardless of back-
ground, origin, colour or creed 
get the same opportunities to 
realise their full potential.

This weekend we can make 
a start, make a commitment to 
make our space a better place 
and organise ourselves for the 
many challenges we all collec-
tively face together.

 ■ Bill Adams is Yorkshire and 
Humber TUC regional secretary.

When we get 

organised we can 

shape our future
BILL ADAMS previews this weekend’s 

Yorkshire and Humber TUC conference

Sheila Capstick: a fearless 
campaigner for equality 
and justice for women

“
Trade unions 

have always 

been at the front 

in fighting 

discrimination, 

racism and 

sexual 

harassment

In 1981 ERICCA targeted the 
CIU’s annual conference in 
Blackpool’s Winter Gardens. 
Only the conference’s 2,500 del-
egates could change the rules.

Capstick dressed as suffra-
gette Emmeline Pankhurst to 
lead a march to the conference, 
where the all-male delegates 
strode past 200 ERICCA pro-
testers, shouting: “Get back to 
the kitchen sink!”

Capstick and a group of 
women got in through a rear 
door, occupied a balcony and 
lambasted delegates below 
through a megaphone. They 
were ejected, having made 
their point.

The Equal Opportunities Com-
mission invited Capstick to Man-
chester to discuss the issue — 
but still the CIU wouldn’t budge. 

Private clubs were exempt 
from the 1975 Sex Discrimina-
tion Act, including WMCs and 
“gentlemen’s clubs” in London 
and elsewhere.

The constant media atten-
tion became too much for Cap-
stick — she disliked TV inter-
views and talking to reporters 
—  and she withdrew from the 
ERICCA campaign.

But in 1984 she put her ener-
gies and her abilities into the 

1984-5 miners’ strike against 
pit closures. Her husband Ken 
was a miner in the Selby coal-
field, and was a pit branch offi-
cial of the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM).

Capstick formed a branch of 
Women Against Pit Closures.

K
en, who later 
became York-
shire Area NUM 
vice -president, 
told how she had 
responded to the 

“only a housewife comment” 
and what had happened to the 
nervous wife of a miner later.

“Sheila’s influence changed 
that woman’s life,” he said. 
“Sheila inspired a lot of women 
like that.”

In 1998 Capstick suffered 
a brain haemorrhage. With 
Ken’s help she determinedly 
overcame many of its effects, 
but did not resume her previ-
ous activism.

In 2007, 29 years after ERICCA 
was launched, delegates at the 
CIU’s annual conference finally 
changed the rules to admit 
women to full membership.

The reason may have been 
partly financial — changing 
social habits saw WMC mem-

bership plummet, and 2,200 
clubs had closed.

Whatever the reason, Cap-
stick said that at last her fight 
for equality in clubs had been 
justified.

Brenda Haywood, who cam-
paigned alongside Capstick in 
ERICCA, said: “Sheila Capstick 
was a fighter. She knew right 
from wrong and was having 
none of it when that club com-
mittee banned her from the 
snooker table.

“She was inspirational, loyal 
and always generous with her 
time and energy. She never 
gave up and, 30 years after that 
ban, she was successful. 

“Sheila made a difference. 
She will be much missed, but 
she will never be forgotten.”

Capstick was born in June 
1942 in the mining village of 
South Kirkby in Yorkshire. Her 
father and grandfather were 
miners.

She leaves her husband, Ken, 
daughter Julie, sons David and 
Graham, and five grandchil-
dren.

Her funeral takes place at 
9.20am on Wednesday March 
28 at Kettlethorpe cremato-
rium, near Wakefield.

PETER LAZENBY
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DURING Prime Minister’s Questions last Wednesday, 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn tried in vain to focus 
Theresa May’s attention on Britain’s social crisis. 

She did not bite — problems of poverty, poor hous-
ing, homelessness and deteriorating public services have 
never been very high on the Conservative Party’s agenda.

Yet the fallout from a fundamentally exploitative and 
oppressive socio-economic system is all around us. 

Capitalism continues to blight the lives of millions 
of people in our society at home and billions abroad.

As the Morning Star highlighted on its front page 
yesterday, the number of children in Britain living in 
poverty has increased by 100,000 over the past 12 months 
to more than four million — almost one-third of all 
youngsters. 

Inside, this paper reported the latest official figures 
showing that the number of homeless households has 
more than doubled to 79,000 since 2010.

The other national papers preferred to splash on the 
EU, Russia, the Salisbury attack, Facebook, Snapchat, 
police cuts, women at the top of big business and a sen-
sationalised case of anti-transgender prejudice.

All of these raise important questions, but the main 
message is clear: let’s not talk about the largely silent 
class war being waged against working-class people here 
in Britain. 

Best focus on other matters instead, especially if they 
involve evil Russians, evil Eurocrats or evil Brexiteers.

But capitalist politicians and the monopoly media 
should not be allowed to keep the scandal of Britain’s 
grotesque levels social inequality buried in the back-
ground.

This makes some of the recommendations in The 
Everyday Economy, a new report by Labour MP Rachel 
Reeves, as welcome as they are unexpected. 

A former f lag-bearer for the Labour right, her propos-
als for higher taxation of the capital, property and land 
values of the rich represent an advance from last year’s 
general election manifesto. 

It’s another example of how Corbyn and the left’s 
ascendancy is stimulating more radical analysis and 
debate across the labour movement.

The silent class war 
being waged against 
working-class people

Trump’s appointment 
of John Bolton should 
concern us all

Star comment

W
HEN the 
g o v e r n -
m e n t 
recently 
rolled out 
the red 

carpet to Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, it 
claimed that our “special rela-
tionship” with the Saudi dic-
tatorship has made “both of 
our countries safer and more 
prosperous.” 

Additionally, throughout 
his visit, the Tories continually 
insisted that the Crown Prince 
was a point of firm support for 
British policy in the world.

Nothing could be further 
than the truth. Recent years 
have exposed more than ever 
that not only is the Saudi auto-
cratic regime repressive and 
reactionary at home, but by 
encouraging destabilisation 
and intervening in other coun-
tries it also helps to spread the 
influence of the sort of extrem-
ism that also threatens us here.

The truth is that these poli-
cies of the Crown Prince are 
a destabilising factor in the 
Middle East — a region more 
desperate than ever for peace 
and diplomatic progress.

Furthermore, when looking 
at the human rights situation 
in Saudi Arabia it is hard to see 
how the British government 
can justify its much repeated 
claim that raising “concerns” 
within the framework of this 
“special relationship” advances 
human rights.

As Amnesty Internation-
al’s Gulf researcher Kareem 
Chehayeb put it in January, 
“Saudi Arabia’s biggest obstacle 
to progress lies in its systematic 
human rights violations.”

In explaining this view, 
Chehayeb notes that Saudi 
Arabia’s crackdown on activ-
ists, journalists, academ-
ics and other dissidents has 
intensified in the past months 
since Mohammad bin Salman 
became Crown Prince, and that 
Saudi government policy also 
continues to include systematic 
discrimination against women 
and continued persecution of 
the Shi’ite minority.

The same could also be said 
of another of Britain’s close 
relationships in the Middle East 
where the British government 
claims “concerns” are raised, 
namely that with Bahrain. 

Today, despite the protests 
of recent years, repression in 
Bahrain is as bad as ever. The 
opposition parties have been 
criminalised, senior human 
rights defenders are behind 
bars or in exile, citizenship is 
being withdrawn from civil 
and religious activists alike, 
torture is routine in jails and 
judicial executions have been 
resumed.

This is all the more worrying 
as under the Tory government 
since 2010, Britain has taken 
on new naval bases in the Gulf, 
one of which is in Bahrain and 
the other in Oman.  

In response to campaign-
ers against the Saudi prince’s 
visit, the Tory government 
also remarkably claimed that 
it takes its “defence exports 
responsibilities very seriously.”

I
f this was the case, the Brit-
ish government would join 
the Netherlands, Sweden, 
Belgium, German and Nor-
way in putting restrictions 
on arms exports that may 

be used by the Saudi regime in 
the war on Yemen, as part of 
which widely reported serious 
breaches of international law 
have taken place. 

Instead, the reality is the Brit-
ish government has licensed 
£4.6 billion of arms to Saudi 
Arabia since the Crown Prince 
launched the war upon Yemen. 

This war has involved the 
Saudis terrorising the civilian 
population with endless bomb-
ing, killing civilians, including 
children. The country’s infra-
structure is being destroyed 
from the air, largely by British-
made planes, piloted by Saudis 
who are trained by Britain.

Alongside this, the Saudi 
regime is key to the blockade 
of Yemen — a cruel siege on a 
country which imports 90 per 
cent of its food staples. 

The facts of this crisis in 
Yemen from the war and 

blockade are shocking, which 
is why the UN has termed it 
the worst humanitarian crisis 
in the world today.

Restrictions on aid and the 
import of essential goods have 
prevented or delayed the entry 
of food, medicine and other 
vital goods, putting millions 
of Yemenis at risk. 

According to the UN, 11 mil-
lion Yemeni children are in 
danger from the war, famine, 
cholera and so forth.

With this criminal war and 
blockade on Yemen also consid-

ered, how can one really argue 
that this “special relationship” 
will help peace in the Middle 
East?

Labour has rightly put for-
ward a different approach to 
how it would deal with these 
questions in government, 
as part of a commitment to 
placing conflict resolution at 
the centre of foreign policy, 
with Jeremy Corbyn calling 
out Theresa May’s support for 
the Saudi war on the people 
of Yemen at Prime Minister’s 
Questions during the visit.

Time to en

‘special rel

with Saudi A
Rolling out the red carpet for the

Prince shows the Tories have the

priorities, writes KEN LIVINGST

PRESIDENT Trump’s choice of John Bolton as his latest 
national security adviser is further proof that the US 
is governed by psychopaths. 

Bolton is a very right-wing conservative whose associa-
tions embrace the whole gamut of reactionary thought 
and practice, from the American Enterprise Institute 
and Fox News to the National Rif le Association and the 
Project for a New American Century.

He openly advocates the overthrow of the Assad regime 
in Syria by direct Western intervention, supports mili-
tary confrontation with Russia and North Korea and 
proposes US withdrawal from all arms control treaties 
and conventions, including those against the militari-
sation of space.

When US ambassador to the United Nations and in 
previous posts, he was a notorious dissembler when 
asked about US involvement in military dictatorships, 
death squads, torture and illicit arms supplies around 
the world. 

His imminent appointment is one more good reason 
for Britain to develop its own independent foreign and 
defence policy, free from Nato and free from the Nato-
aligned Common Foreign and Security Policy of the EU.
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J
UST 50 miles, and 150 
years, separate our 
regional conference 
today and the fi rst 
Trades Union Congress 
held in Manchester. 

Back in 1868, 34 men gath-
ered with the purpose of ensur-
ing that union strength was 
built not just when in dispute 
but between unions. 

Here today in Southport, a 
more diverse group gathers 
understanding that solidarity 
and support remains one of the 
most valuable attributes of our 
movement. 

Like the 150th anniversary 
celebrations we have planned, 
our conference is an opportu-
nity to both refl ect on the past 
achievements and look ahead 
to future challenges. 

Led by our regional chair 
Lynne Morris, our regional 
executive has taken forward a 
programme of work in the past 
year that has given voice to our 
members. 

We’ve ensured that trade 
unions have a voice in devolu-
tion — recognition agreements 
and workforce engagement in 
Manchester, industrial strategy 
proposals and social justice in 
Liverpool. 

We have supported unions 
in struggle and on strike, 
and we have encouraged and 
supported union activists to 
develop themselves and build 
our movement.

As we welcome Frances 
O’Grady, our general secre-
tary, to today’s conference, the 
future is in our focus. 

Strong trade unions are the 
foundation for a fairer economy 
and a society that allows people 
to get on. 

It’s our job to make them 
strong, which is why as the 
TUC looks to reach out to young 
workers here in north-west 
England we are working with 

new reps and activists in a “150 
Organisers” programme to help 
organise workplaces.

The challenges we face as 
a movement go beyond the 
workplace and like in 1868, we 
continue “to take action in all 
parliamentary matters pertain-
ing to the general interests of 
the working classes.” 

One of our own from here in 
the north-west, Angela Rayner 
MP, will address our confer-
ence. 

There is much we ask of our 
politicians, and more still to ask 
as elected representatives hold 
the power that will infl uence 
many of our members in the 
coming years — from govern-
ment responses on good work 
standards to funding for public 
services and, of course, Brexit. 

Our members need a voice 

in Parliament and we’re look-
ing forward to hearing Rayner 
speak about what we can 
expect.

But while Britain may have 
chosen to leave the EU, our 
commitment to internation-
alism remains undiminished. 

As Uni Global prepares for its 
upcoming congress, bringing 
3,000 trade unionists to Liver-
pool in June 2018, we’re pleased 
to have deputy general secre-
tary Christy Hoff man speak at 
out conference. 

Our power goes beyond 
workers in Britain — we’ve 
been able to infl uence global 
manufacturers with the Bang-
ladesh accord that helps fellow 
workers who need it. 

I’m chairing the Mandela8 
campaign and was pleased to 
be in South Africa this week as 

we continue our work to erect 
a lasting memorial to Mandela 
in Toxteth, Liverpool.

And of course, we have a 
packed agenda of motions 
from affi  liates — from inclusive 
growth to problem gambling, 
supporting union campaigns 
for rail safety and decent public 
services, and more: the every-
day, bread-and-butter work we 
do on behalf of members. 

One hundred and fi fty years 
on, trade unions are still here, 
speaking up for members and 
workers on what matters to 
them. 

One hundred and fi fty years 
of changing the world of work 
for good must be reason for 
celebration.

 ■ Lynn Collins is North West TUC 
regional secretary.

LYNN COLLINS previews the North 

West TUC region annual conference 

in Southport today

The challenges that 
lie ahead for the 
movement in the 
workplace and beyond

nd Britain’s 

elationship’ 

di Arabia
he Saudi Crown 

he wrong 

TONE

Additionally, speaking at the 
Scottish Labour Party Confer-
ence, Corbyn said: “What’s 
needed now is both a ceasefi re, 
and a concerted international 
eff ort to achieve a negotiated 
political settlement.” 

Alongside this, shadow min-
ister for international develop-
ment Kate Osamor addressed 
the demonstration opposite 
Downing Street during the 
prince’s visit, where she clearly 
outlined the need to end arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia while 
the war on Yemen continues, 

end military training of Saudi 
forces and to insist upon open 
access for aid to Yemen.

Whatever the Tories may say 
to justify their arms sales, it is 
lifting the blockade and ending 
the war are preconditions for 
a lasting political solution for 
the people of Yemen, not roll-
ing out the red carpet for the 
Saudi Crown Prince. 

 ■ You can follow Ken at www.twit-
ter.com/Ken4London and www.
facebook.com/KenLivingstoneOf-
fi cial.
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Fighting Fund 

I’M sorry to say our Fund tar-
get has leapt upwards today to 
£4,690 from yesterday’s £4,54, 
which just goes to show that 
typos continue to be the jour-
nalist’s greatest enemy, if you’re 
not counting Erdogan.

We’re actually doing a bit 
better than that, having crept 
£164 closer to the summit of 
Mount Vaguely-Plausible-Look-
ing Accounts yesterday.

Giving us a boost on the long 
march was a tidy £50 from 
the Morning Star South York-
shire Readers and Supporters 
Group, raised from donations 
and sales.

This group of comrades are 
as study a bunch of fundrais-
ing heroes as you could care 
to meet, from freedom riding 
to Burns Night suppers — your 
dedication is ever appreciated. 

A littler further north, £20  
came in from Edinburgh with 
the comment: “Keep up the 
fi ght for social equality. Cor-
byn is our once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.”

Too true and a grand rally-
ing cry for the increasingly 
talented-looking team at Holy-
rood to take up as they aim to 
dethrone the SNP across Scot-
land over the next few years.

The last individual donation 
yesterday was £30 from Leeds — 
many thanks comrade — with 
£51 coming in from standing 
orders and £13 via our online 
brigade.

With one fi nal week to go 
things will be looking bleak on 
Monday (we don’t get fi gures in 
over the weekend), but we’re sort 
of on target overall, and one big 
push could make March a winner!

TODAY

Rain in the south-west 
spreading to much of 
Wales and parts of 
southern and central 
England. Colder and 
clearer across Scotland 
and Northern Ireland 
with a frost possible.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Sunny spells and show-
ers on Sunday and 
Monday. Turning wet 
and windy in the west 
later on Monday. Mostly 
cloudy on Tuesday with 
outbreaks of rain, hill 
snow in Scotland.

YOU’VE RAISED:

£13,310

7days left
WE NEED: 

£4,690

Solution on Monday…

DAILY SUDOKU (Doable)

Solution on Monday…

CROSSWORD 1,231 set by Alamet

ACROSS
1. Unearths jumper to make Eliot 
happy (5,2)
5. Promotes ways of getting to a 
higher fl oor? (7)
9. Rheostat threw me out but I’ll 
get over it (7,3,5)
10. Ruler has some scheme errone-
ously (5)
11. Stone gets in the way of kitchen 
utensil (9)
12. Get associate in for meal at fl at 
where missions start (6,3)
14. Passage to India stars out to 
make a comeback (5)
15. Lag boiler fi nally in the end (5)
16. Former partner can fi x prob-
lem in the same way thrice (2-7)
18. Aristocrat and prince I leave 
with a simple choice (2-7)
21. Man, for one, is tender, having 
taken exercise (5)
22. Perhaps Boris could express 
regret for unfi nished missive in 
which he could be wiped out (7,8)
23. Army set to disperse command 
(7)
24. Poorly like early Soviet leaders 

with these on their fl ags? (7)

DOWN
1. Rip off  recipe sounds like a trial 
(3,4)
2. Heartless old shipping magnate 
detains soldier and graduate again 
and again (2,1,7,5)
3. Odds of being unorthodox with 
no fi lm round (9)
4. Protection from bad weather for 
secretary holding vessel (5)
5. Impossible to ruin female out-
side pick up (7-2)
6. Not against dependant getting 
up a fever (5)
7. Sell a container inside Rome, 
say, for cash (8,7)
8. A representative right to get 
involved with elite force, one suc-
cessful at court? (7)
13. Expecting time for publicity 
given to such as French city (9)
14. Chaotic and bogus second class 
force losing edges (9)
15. Beat president’s 17 outburst (7)
17. Eternal aim of minority (7)
19. “Gore for President” is just the 
same (5)
20. State book of statutes starts 
disturbances (5)

What to do
BOIL or steam the potatoes 
until soft enough to mash.  

While they’re cooking, 
grease a frying pan with a lit-
tle of the butter and cook the 
apples over a low light, fi rst 
sprinkling them with the sugar 
and lemon juice. 

Leave to cook until they can 
easily be broken up into a sort 
of lumpy purée. 

Mix with the mashed pota-
toes and the rest of the butter 

and season to taste. 
As I said, I served this with 

vegetarian sausages and veg-
etarian “gravy.” Great winter 
food.  

I know it’s supposed to be 
spring but — even though, 
unless you’re a fellow exile, I 
must live a good way south of 
you — don’t make me laugh!  

It’s as cold as a Tory’s smile 
here and shows no sign of get-
ting any warmer. 

Of Heaven and Earth
OR, less poetically, sky and 
earth. 

When I was young and poor 
and had a small but greedy 
family to feed, I used to mix 
apples and potatoes and serve 
them with sausages, knowing I 
would get no complaints. 

Recently I came across a 
German recipe, “himmel und 

erde,” for which I have now 
given two possible transla-
tions, and which, given its 
nationality, is quite likely to 
be served up with sausages. 

As I don’t eat meat, I bought 
some vegetarian sausages and 
served it with those. 

Still didn’t get any com-
plaints.

Ingredients

 ■ 450g/1 lb potatoes, peeled 
and cut into large chunks

 ■ 450g/1lb apples, cored, 
peeled and sliced

 ■ 25g/1 oz butter or margarine 

 ■ tsp brown sugar
 ■ tsp lemon juice
 ■ pinch nutmeg
 ■ salt and pepper

Commie Chef QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS

1. The Italian word for milk 
means a type of milky coff ee 
in English.  What is it? Latte

2. Of which fantasy series is 
The Shepherd’s Crown the 
last? The Discworld novels

3. Which English county 
adopted a blue fl ag with a 
crown and two arrows in 
gold last year?  Its features 
include Orford Ness. 
Suff olk

1 Which star is known, 
among other names, as 
Loki’s Torch?

2 Who was the whistle-
blower at construction 
blacklisting fi rm the 
Consulting Association? 

3 In which episode of 
Blackadder II does 

Blackadder say to the 
Queen: “I was planning a 
jaunt around the Cape of 
Good Hope, myself.  I’m 
leaving a week on 
Thursday”?

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

Pic: Mike Mozart/Flickr CC
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Going For A Song

Garth Cartwright
Flood Gallery Publishing

THE return of the vinyl album 
and record fairs teaming with 
“pre-owned” albums, 45s, CDs 
and even 78s has generated a 
new interest in the history of 
Britain’s music industry.

A new book Going For A 
Song:  A Chronicle of the UK 
Record Shop by music critic 
Garth Cartwright recounts a 
time when it seemed every 
town had at least two record 
shops catering for all tastes.

The book recalls some of 
Britain’s most loved record 
shops including Spillers 
(founded in 1894) in Cardiff  
which is, according to the 
Guinness Book of Records, 
the world’s oldest record shop, 
and many fondly remembered 
shops selling jazz, blues, rock 
and roll, soul, country, folk 
and classical as well as chains 
such as Woolworths (and its 
fabled Embassy record label), 
HMV, Our Price, Tower and 
Virgin.

London was the centre of 
the universe for many record 
collectors where there were 
lots of specialist stores includ-
ing Dobell’s (where Bob Dylan 
played an evening gig in 1962), 
Collett’s (later Ray’s Jazz Shop), 

Mole Jazz, James Azman,  Hon-
est Jon’s, Rock On and the 
Record and Tape Exchange in 
Camden, Chris Wellard’s in 
New Cross, Dave Carey’s Swing 
Shop in Streatham and Beanos 
in Croydon — at one time the 
largest second-hand record 
shop in Europe — all a mecca 
for serious record collectors. 

Soul imports could be found 
at Transat Imports and ska and 
bluebeat imports at Rita and 
Benny’s.

More recent times saw shops 
such as Rough Trade supplying 
indie music to the masses.

Manchester had an abun-
dance of record shops includ-
ing personal favourites like 
Barry Record Rendezvous in 
Salford, Paul Marsh in Moss 
Side which blasted out soul and 
ska, the 78 Record Exchange 
and Ralph’s Records which sold 
obscure US album imports in 
the city, and any number of 
shops specialising in north-
ern soul imports and repros 
of hard-to-fi nd records and 
obscurities.

Further afi eld, Cartwright 
recounts stores like Ray Fox-
ley’s in Birmingham, Pete 
Russell’s in Plymouth, Brian 
Epstein’s NEMS and Probe 
Records both in Liverpool, 
Eric Rose’s in Nottingham, 
Atlantic Records in Belfast, 
Andy’s Records — a chain store 

with shops across the east of 
England — and Cob Records, a 
collector’s haven in the Welsh 
town of Porthmadog.

Then there were the spe-
cialist African, Indian, Turk-
ish and Albanian record stores 
who served local communities, 
as well as “dub shacks” and 
specialist record shops sell-
ing reggae to the West Indian 
community. And Levys of 
Whitechapel who started out 
selling Yiddish 78s and ended 
up as Motown’s representative 
in London.

Going For A Song tells the 
history of British record shops 
from the very early days of 
“record emporiums”  selling 
wax cylinders and early 78s, 
to the recent rise of special-
ist shops selling new vinyl 
releases as well as second-hand 
vinyl.

Cartwright conducted over 
100 interviews with record 
store owners, staff, musi-
cians, fans and customers 
who tell some memorable 
tales and anecdotes from a 
bygone age. 

This is a history of a century 
of record retailing in Brit-
ain, which will bring a lump to 
the throat of legions of music 
lovers, hard-core record collec-
tors and legions of record fair 
“crate diggers.”

TONY BURKE

Film

Saturday
Guardians of the Galaxy, 
10.30pm BBC1

Marvel’s decisive turn towards a 
more comedy-action approach, 
starring Chris Pratt as the sci-fi  
comic book hero. 

Saturday
Zombieland, 10.50pm Film4

Slick post-apocalypse drifter 
comedy about surviving after 
a zombie outbreak. 

Sunday
Brief Encounter, 1.55pm 
ITV
David Lean classic about an 
illicit love aff air, with a Noel 
Coward script.

Sunday
The Theory of Everything, 
3.40pm ITV3
Beautifully-made tribute to 
physicist Stephen Hawking.

Documentary

Saturday
Picasso’s Last stand, 9pm 
BBC2

Focusing on the artist’s late 
surge of activity in the 1960s.

Sunday
Reggie Yates: Searching for 
Grenfell’s Lost Lives, 9pm 
BBC2
Yates talks to the family and 
friends of people who lived at 
the tower.  

Thursday
Civilisations, 9pm BBC2

Simon Schama takes a broad 
sweep across art history.

Drama

Sunday
The Durrells, 8pm ITV
Daphne’s pregnancy is revealed, 
sparking a 1930s marriage spat.

Tuesday
Come Home, 9pm BBC1
Chris Eccleston stars as a 
mechanic in Northern Ireland  
struggling to deal with being 
left by his wife. 

Entertainment

Sunday
Sports Relief, 5.05pm BBC1
Ore Oduba looks at the best bits 
of the Friday fundraiser. 

Thursday
In The Long Run, 10pm Sky 1

Idris Elba is showrunner and 
star in this comedy show based 
loosely on his upbringing in 
1980s Hackney.

Football

Tuesday
England v Italy, 7.30pm ITV
Italy is in traumatised chaos, but 
can England take advantage? 

Saturday
Britain at Low Tide, 8pm 
Channel 4
Documentaries on the 
British coastline are 
almost always fascinat-
ing, and Tori Herridge’s 
look at East Yorkshire is 
no exception.

At Whitby she explains 
the story behind a land-
mark trawler skeleton 
and its three crew. Later 
she looks at tales around 
a World War II-era fort 
and at the fate of two 
Hull ships, stranded on a 
Peruvian mountain.

TV Weekly Preview  with Ann Douglas What to miss

Thursday: Billions, 

9pm Sky Atlantic
The only redeeming fea-
ture of this attempt to 
smear glitz and drama 
over the lives of fi lthy 
rich is that it really ham-
mers home how awful 
they are. 

With protagonists like 
these being a billionaire 
sounds entirely unap-
pealling, like being 
stuck in a fart-fi lled lift.

Yesterday’s sudoku

A evocative 

history of British 

record shops
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Showtime From 
The Frontline
West Yorkshire Playhouse, 
Leeds/Touring

★★★✩✩

AT FACE value, there isn’t 
much comedy potential in 
Mark Thomas’s Showtime 
From The Frontline.

Detailing his eff orts to 
run a series of comedy work-
shops at The Freedom Thea-
tre in the Jenin Palestinian 
refugee camp, he nonethe-
less manages to fi nd humour 
in personal anecdotes.

How to shape those indi-
vidual stories within a wider 
political framework is what 
he instils in the students 
who enrol in the workshops 
that he runs with lecturer 
and stand-up performer Sam 
Beale.

The impact of those les-
sons is evident in the pres-
ence of two workshop grad-
uates, Alaa Shehada and 
Faisal Abu Alhayjaa, who use 
physical humour to play a 
host of other roles. 

These include fellow stu-
dents struggling to fi nd 
their voices and, in one 
memorable three-way scene, 
rancorous theatre directors.

Their development as 
comedians, mapped out 

here, is all the more remark-
able given that the show 
fi nds them initially grap-
pling to fi nd comedy in a life 
regulated by curfews, pipe-
bombs and hunger strikes.

Yet individual successes are 
shown on video footage, with 
Shehada and Abu Alhayjaa 
giving live performances of 
their graduation sets.

Using a mixture of Ara-

bic and English, the three-
hander directed by Joe 
Douglas makes this more 
of a theatrical production 
than Thomas’s usual rou-
tines, which often rely on 
audience members to spark 
them off .

Even so, Thomas immerses 
himself personally in his 
subject matter — footage 
shows him drinking salt 

water in solidarity with 
those on hunger strike — 
and in conveying an opti-
mism that situations can 
change for the better.

He off ers a convincing 
argument that comedy is a 
powerful tool in giving voice 
to the voiceless in the fi ght 
against authoritarianism.

Tours until April 21, details: 
markthomasinfo.co.uk

Tim Wells stand up and spit

S
POKEN-WORD poetry 
is still deciding what 
its history is. It’s been 
around long enough 

and it’s big enough. The fact 
is, spoken word is made up of 
poetries and there’s much to 
all those histories.

The recently published Verbs 
That Move Mountains: Essays 
and Interviews on Spoken 
Word Cultures Around the 
World, edited by Claire Trev-
ien, is about the now of spoken 
word, with a look back over its 
shoulder.

Manchester poet, and top-
drawer fella, Tony Walsh 
remembers fi rst hearing Linton 
Kwesi Johnson’s Sonny’s Lettah 
on the radio and says: “It hit me 
in the gut as hard as any piece 
of art has before or since.” 

In these times of labels — 
and spoken word can be very 
prone to them — it’s good to 
remember that LKJ knew where 
he came from and that he was 
speaking to all of us who knew 
unfairness and hard times. 
Tony does just this today.

The book is refreshingly 
international. New Zealand, 

South Africa, Iran and Singa-
pore, among others, all get 
scrutiny. Even front-line sol-
diers like Singapore’s Steph-
anie Dogfoot get a men-
tion, which tells you that 
many of the essayists are 
in the trenches.

The culture of poetry 
is refl ected in the essays 
too. Some such as Schere-
zade Siobhan and Ng Yi-
Sheng are quite academic 
and look for acceptance from 
“big L” literature, others like 
essayist Emma Lee from Leices-
ter run with the joy of it all. 

One of the problems the lat-
ter notes is: “Currently there 
aren’t any poetry magazines 
based in Leicester city, so for 
city-based poets, sending out 
poems for publication means 
sending them to an editor the 
poet has never met.

“Even when poets know their 
poems are of publishable stand-
ard, the world of publishing is 
still predominantly middle 
class, white and male, so rejec-
tions don’t come as a surprise. 
Further rejections encourage 
the suspicion that it’s not the 

poems that are at fault and that 
the rejections are more about 
the poet not fi tting in.”

‘Twas ever thus and it’s a 
problem when poetry, 
which is at its best 
on the fringes, seeks 
acceptance.

We’re not, as poets 
or people, on the out-
side because we’ve been 
overlooked, we’re there 
because that’s where 

the big “they” want us. LKJ and 
I were gigging before comput-
ers. I was making zines before 
computers were for the likes 
of us. 

If there ain’t a Leicester 
zine, start one. As Emma’s 
essay demonstrates, there’re 
good things happening there, 
there’s energy.

Slam gets mentioned, both in 
Singapore and in a fascinating 
piece contrasting Edinburgh 
and Austin, Texas.

Sadly, Scottish poet Milton 
Balgonie doesn’t get mentioned, 
but Catherine Wilson certainly 
doesn’t take Slam as the god-
send some take it as and it was 
never meant to be. She men-

tions that many poets, includ-
ing herself, “became annoyed 
or disappointed when repeated 
patterns started to emerge” 
and goes on to chide playing 
for easy laughs, preaching to 
the choir and safe writing. 
“In Scotland I have only ever 
seen one poet cry onstage … 
in Austin every third or fourth 
poet burst into tears halfway 
through their performance.”

Catherine looks forward, as 
all the writers do, and sees the 
importance of people sharing 
their words and the honesty and 
joy we can all fi nd in poetry.

This is very much a book for 
poets as much as it is about 
poetry. Editor Claire Trevien at 
Sabotage Reviews has heeded 
RuPaul’s “don’t fuck it up” 
advice well. 

The book examines and 
shares what’s good with cur-
rent spoken word. As Tony 
Walsh says, “You need a pen, 
a page and passion. Go for it!”

 ■  Verbs That Move Moun-
tains is published by Sabotage 
Reviews, price £9.99, details: 
sabotagereviews.com

Moving mountains: the magic of spoken-word

■ THEATRE  REVIEW

Gagging for it
SUSAN DARLINGTON sees a uniquely comic dispatch from 
the front line in support of justice for Palestine
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Arts ahead 

■ EDINBURGH MUSIC
The Leningrad Symphony
Usher Hall
Lothian Road
April 20
As Hitler’s armies surrounded 
the city of Leningrad, Dmitri 
Shostakovich composed his 
Seventh Symphony, which 
became known as the Len-
ingrad. 

Written for massed battal-
ions of musicians, this stir-
ring music is from the front 
line. It was blasted through 
loudspeakers at the nazi 
forces. 

One of the great, spine-
tingling symphonic works of 
the last century, this monu-
mental work is performed by 
the RSNO, conducted by Peter 
Oundjian (pictured). Also on 
the bill, and in marked con-
trast, is Scriabin’s lush Piano 
Concerto played by Xiayin 
Wang. Not to be missed.
usherhall.co.uk

■  NEWCASTLE/TOURING
The Last Ship
Newcastle Playhouse
Barras Bridge
Until April 7

“It's a strange kind of beauty,/
it's cold and austere,/And 
whatever it was that you've 
done to be here,/It's the sum 
of your hopes.” 

Thus Sting, who wrote 
the music and lyrics for this 
Northern Stage “political and 
passionate musical” (book by 
John Logan and Brian Yorkey). 
The Last Ship tells the story 
of a shipbuilding town and its 
people, in which a sailor comes 
back from sea to discover the 
shipbuilding life he left behind 
in chaos. 

The yard is closing and no-
one knows what will come 
next. With the engine fi red 
and pistons in motion, picket 
lines are drawn as the commu-
nity braces itself in the face the 
gathering storm. 

Should be well worth 
checking out, either in 

Newcastle or during the 
national tour which follows.
northernstage.co.uk

■ LONDON FILM FESTIVAL
Unrestricted View
Various venues
April 23-29
Pickups, Jamie Thraves’s latest 
fi lm, kicks off  this enterprising 
independent fi lm festival based 
in Islington. 

It stars Aiden Gillen (as an 
insomniac whose marriage is 
breaking down and who fi nds 
solace in casual pick-ups. But 
now he’s worried that someone 
is stalking him and work is get-
ting on top of him too — he 
murdered a couple of people 
last week and he still has more 
to kill … 

Intriguing, as is the rest of 
a programme which includes 
The 12, Hippopotamus, Con-
solation and a season of 
short fi lms screened in the 
festival's mobile cinema.
unrestrictedview.co.uk

■ OXFORD EXHIBITION
America's Cool Modernism
Ashmolean
Beaumont Street
Until July 22
This exhibition explores the 
“cool” in early 20th century 
US art, from early experiments 
in abstraction by artists like 
Georgia O’Keeff e, Arthur Dove 
and Paul Strand to the strict, 
clean precisionist paintings of 
Charles Sheeler and Charles 
Demuth. 

In the 1920s and the ensuing 
Great Depression of the 1930s, 
many US artists expressed their 
uncertainty about the rapid 
modernisation and urbanisa-
tion of their country by pro-
ducing work that had a cool, 
controlled detachment and a 
smooth, precise fi nish and the 
exhibition is a major refl ection 
of those inter-war concerns.
ashmolean.org
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Andrzej Wroblewski 
David Zwirner Gallery 
London

HHHHH

A
NDRZEJ WROB-
LEWSKI died at 
the tragically 
early age of 29 in 
1957 but left an 
indelible body of 

work that was formally decades 
ahead of its time.

A committed communist, 
he engaged with the reality of 
post-WWII Poland in a man-
ner that shocked the stifled 
art establishment and often 
confounded the authorities.

Like his compatriot the 
writer Tadeusz Borowski, 
renowned for This Way for 
the Gas, Ladies and Gentle-
men, Wroblewski exorcised the 
demons of nazi savagery with 
uncompromising commitment.

He trained at Krakow Fine 
Arts Academy but brushed 
aside the colourist fad it was 
propagating and proceeded 

to articulate the trauma of 
being suspended, day in, day 
out between life and death at 
the mercy of nazi “supermen” 
methodically cleansing ethnic 
Slavs and Jews.

At the age of 14 in 1941, 
Wroblewski had witnessed 
his father die of a heart attack 
while the Gestapo raided the 
family flat.

Sadly, Wroblewski’s seminal 
series of eight paintings titled 
Execution are not shown as the 
central element of this exhibi-
tion, but Mother and Dead 
Child, denoting the death and 
absence that the living endure, 
is thematically part of it. The 
blue pigment denotes death 
and the loss and absence expe-
rienced by survivors.

The harrowing masterpiece 
Surrealist Execution VIII, 
painted in 1949, unifies the var-
ious stages of a barbaric public 
murder, where bodies contort 
as bullets pierce them and the 
dead and the living continue to 
hold hands in tender support.

The series has been com-

pared with Francisco Goya’s 
Third of May 1808 or Pablo 
Picasso’s Guernica. Viktor Tsy-
plakov’s Facing a Firing Squad 
and The Execution by Firing 
Squad of Torrijos and his Com-
panions on the beach at Malaga 
by Antonio Gisbert also come 
to mind.

Significantly, Wroblewski 
elevates the victims to exclu-
sion of everything else, includ-
ing the firing squad. What is 
left is a mesmerising, if horrify-
ing, study of the brief moments 
preceding violent death.

The two early Sketches for 
Execution on show illustrate 
the progression towards the 

masterpieces, while the earlier 
gouaches for the Chauffeur/
Driver series hold the atten-
tion with their bold composi-
tion and the magnetism of the 
road ahead.

Wroblewski often painted 
on both sides of the canvas and 
the flip side of Blue Chauffeur 
reveals the intensely symbolic 
Liquidation of the Ghetto.

The confident, free-flowing 
gouaches that populate the gal-
lery’s walls attest to his keen 
observational skills, with his 
sketch Union of Polish Youth 
Takes Command of the Air 
Force brimming with the opti-
mism of the time.

In recalibrating figurative 
art, advancing the body as 
a real and complex subject, 
Wroblewski overcame the 
established limits and canons 
of its representation. The econ-
omy of the brush strokes in the 
watercolour and gouaches may 
delight, but it also conveys, in 
Execution, a sense of impend-
ing apocalypse.

Wroblewski is a truly signifi-
cant artist of the last century 
and this free exhibition of his 
work is not be missed.

Runs until April 14 at David 
Zwirner Gallery, 24 Grafton 
Street, London W1S, opening times:  
davidzwirner.com

Exorcist of 
nazi demons
MICHAL BONCZA 
recommends a remarkable 
exhibition of work by the  
anti-fascist Polish artist 
Andrzej Wroblewski

n eXHIBITION  ReVIeW

MeSMeRISING: (Clockwise 
from top) Mother with dead 
child; Execution VIII; The 
liquidation of the ghetto; 
Self-portrait in red; Group 
scene, (detail) and Blue 
Chauffeur/Driver (detail) 
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YET AGAIN, some supporters 
of the European Union are urg-
ing us to rejoin it so that we 
can reform it from within. But 
40 years of experience showed 
that this does not work.

In 1961, Harold Macmillan 
said that inside the bloc we 
could reform away its goal of 
“ever closer union.”

In 2015, David Cameron prom-
ised “treaty change that I’ll be 
putting in place before the refer-
endum.” French President Fran-
cois Hollande replied: “No revi-
sion of the treaties is planned.”

In the months before the 
referendum, Cameron prom-
ised to get change from the 
EU. But, as his friend Steve 
Hilton commented, his “mod-
est demands were treated with 
total contempt.”

When the pro-EU camp talked 
once more of changing the bloc, 
an EU spokesperson at once 
replied that this is “totally, fully 
and entirely ruled out.”

Syriza thought it could 
reform the EU. Instead the 
EU reformed Syriza into its 
enforcer.

European Commission 
president Jean-Claude Juncker 
told us: “There can be no 
democratic choice against the 

European treaties.”
Angela Merkel said: “The 

debt brakes will be binding and 
valid forever. Never will you be 
able to change them through a 
parliamentary majority.”

German fi nance minister 
Wolfgang Schauble said: “Elec-
tions change nothing.”

And EU commissioner for 
employment, social aff airs 
and inclusion Laszlo Andor 
said: “Eurozone membership 
and democracy are no longer 
compatible.”

The EU’s unreformable trea-
ties enforce bankers’ rule, pri-
vatisation and mass unemploy-
ment. Inside the EU, we were 
stuck with these policies, who-
ever formed the government. 
By leaving, we can escape them.

WILL PODMORE
London E12

History shows that 
EU is unreformable

■  EUROPEAN UNION

Unite 

South East

Solidarity to all the 

brilliant young trade 

union activists 

attending the TUC 

Young Workers’ 

Conference, 

organising for our 

future and for a living wage/ 

secure jobs for all; fi ghting back 

against zero hours and bogus 

self-employment.

Ian Woodland 

Young Members’ 
offi  cer

Tom Sutherland 
Young Members’ 

chair

NATIONAL EDUCATION UNION
(NUT Section)

Sororal and fraternal greetings to all delegates to the 
TUC NW 2018 Annual Conference

Please support:
Motion 2 on Bringing schools back under local democratic control, and
Motion 11 on Ending exploitation and maintaining career progression

Together, we’ll shape the future of education

Sian Bloor               Peter Middleman
Regional Council Chair            Regional Secretary
      

HAVE YOUR SAY!

Write (up to 300 words) to 

letters@peoples-press.com 

or by post: 52 Beachy Rd, 

London E3 2NS

Racism and fascism are 
just not the same thing

■ FIGHTING THE FAR RIGHT

THE article by Sabby Dhalu (M 
Star March 17) was timely in the 
event of the demonstrations on 
Saturday, but it was misleading 
in a couple of respects.

Fascism did not “rise to 
power” in the 1930s. Such an 
analysis ignores the origins and 
history of fascism in Italy and 
the work of Gramsci and oth-
ers, who understood the nature 
of the beast, and the courage of 
those who suff ered torture and 
death in opposition to it.

There were powerful fascist 
movements in many other 
European countries long 
before the rise of the nazis in 
Germany. Mussolini had his 
admirers here in Britain too.

More serious perhaps is the 
equation between fascism and 
racism in Sabby’s article.

Racism existed prior to and 
independently of fascism.

Most countries that con-
quered an empire developed 
a racist culture that sought to 
justify their superiority over 
the “lesser breeds.”

Pre-1922 Britain, France, 
Germany, Spain, Belgium and 

Germany were to a consider-
able extent democratic societies 
yet treated their “subject races” 
with brutality and disdain.

Racism in our societies is an 
inheritance from our imperial 
past and its eradication is not 
always helped by applying the 
word “fascist” carelessly.

Although it is possible to be 
racist without being fascist, the 
opposite is far less likely.

However, many fascist move-
ments in the 1920s were not 
necessarily more racist than 
most people in their societies.

Yet the dominance of nazi 
ideology in the 1930s left a leg-

acy of racism that is pervasive 
in post-war fascist movements 
in Europe.

A better understanding of 
fascism and racism is required 
in order to combat them 
eff ectively.

ROBERT WILKINSON
Oxford

HOME-GROWN THREAT: A parade by the British Union of Fascists  Pic: Felipe Cuesta/Creative Commons
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What really lies 
behind hysterical 
Russophobia?

■ SKRIPAL AFFAIR

NOW our bumbling Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson claims 
that newly re-elected President 
Vladimir Putin will use the 
World Cup in Russia this sum-
mer in the same way as Hitler 
used the Olympic Games in 
1936.

What an insult to the coun-
try that did most to destroy 
fascism in the second world 
war and which — as the Soviet 
Union — lost over 25 million 
of its citizens in the process.

Ordinary citizens like 
me can never know who 
committed this terrible 
poisoning of double agent 
Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter.

But the hysterical 
Russophobia which 
has followed it now 
apparently calls into 
question whether the 
World Cup should be 
held in Russia at all, John-
son suggests, and whether 
fans should be advised not 
to go.

Perhaps the powers that 
be in this country do not 
want ordinary British 
fans to go to the 
World Cup and 
see for 

themselves how popular the 
Russian president is, and how 
Russians after all live much as 
we do.

Could it be that the anti-
Sovietism of all the cold war 
years is now alive and well as 
Russophobia today?

And isn’t it strange that no 

journalists stand outside Salis-
bury District Hospital, an NHS 
facility, reporting daily on the 
condition of the victims?

And that no pictures have 
emerged of them in their hos-
pital beds, no interviews with 
the police offi  cer who went to 
the Skripals’ aid and who a few 
days ago was reported as sitting 
up in bed and talking?

As a journalist myself, I fi nd 
the whole thing distinctly odd.

The presumption of inno-
cence certainly seems to have 
gone out of the window.

What a shameful specta-
cle it was to see so many 
Labour MPs practically 
queueing up to praise 
Theresa May in her alac-
rity to accuse Russia of the 
poisoning — without any 
proof whatsoever.

KATE CLARK
Former Morning Star 

Moscow correspondent
Stretton, Derbyshire

■  VOTING REFORM

First past the 
post means 
most ballots 
are wasted
FRANCIS PRIDEAUX, in 
arguing for retention of the 
fi rst past the post voting sys-
tem (Letters March 20) has 
the Tories and right-wing 
Labour solidly on his side.

As I followed the job to 
wherever it took me, it has 
been my misfortune to fi nd 
myself living in constitu-
encies which are safe Tory 
seats.

Since reaching voting 
age, I have taken part in 15 
general elections and one 
by-election. In not one did 
my chosen candidate, Com-
munist or Labour, win. My 
vote and thousands of others 
counted for nothing.

At the 2017 general elec-
tion, the local Tory won with 
a massive 25,175 votes. All he 
needed to win was 15,586, 
one more vote than the 
second-placed Labour can-
didate. So 9,589 of his votes 
were unnecessary.

Adding together the 
wasted Tory votes and the 
votes for the other parties, 
you fi nd that 31,000 votes 
that counted for nothing.

Nationwide in 2017, there 
were 22 million votes, placed 
by 22 million people, in this 
position.

Call that democracy? I 
don’t. It’s small wonder 
that so many people do not 
bother to vote.

COLIN YARDLEY
Chislehurst

MASSIVE SUPPORT: Is the 
British government afraid that 
football fans will see how 
popular Vladimir Putin is?

Cartoon: Skelf

When class ruled in sports world 

■     DG EDGAR explained 
on the sports page 

of the Daily Worker on 
March 25 1938 that the 
annual meeting of the 
Amateur Athletic Associa-
tion (AAA) “certainly did 
not lack interest.” The 
oldest national govern-
ing body for athletics in 
the world, the AAA then 
eff ectively oversaw all 
athletics throughout Brit-
ain. Of course, plans for 
the 1940 Games of the XII 
Olympiad, due to be held 
in Tokyo but ultimately 
cancelled due to war, 
dominated debate.

Charlie Gunn, a mem-
ber of the Railway Clerks 
Association (today the 
TSSA) branch at Railway 
Clearing House, a body 
similar to the modern 
Association of Train Oper-
ating Companies, repre-
sented the British Work-
ers’ Sports Association at 
the AAA. He “raised the 
question of British support 
for Tokyo, and he seems 
to have had a great deal of 
support from unexpected 
quarters.”

But, apart from the 
Tokyo Olympiad, “the 
most interesting point 
to active athletes was 
the Middlesex resolution 
dealing with fi nancial 
assistance to an ath-
lete’s dependants” when 
representing the country. 
After much discussion, 
the president ruled that 
the resolution “aimed at 
payment for broken time 
and therefore could not 
be supported.” 

Edgar remarked: “It is 
interesting to note one 
delegate’s remark that 
those who could not 
aff ord to pay for their 
sport should not engage 
in it. That certainly shows 
how democratic our 
British sporting legisla-
tors are. And what of the 
claim that in sport there 
is no question of class or 
creed?” The 1937 Work-
ers’ Olympiad had seen 
potential competitors 
raise funds to engage in 
an international competi-
tion, only to be “refused 
a permit on very fl imsy 
grounds.”

■ JR CAMPBELL 
explained the Daily 

Worker’s attitude to war 
on March 24 1938, after 
a reader asked how, as 
socialists, “you protest 
against the … govern-
ment’s rearmament 
policy and yet you want 
the same government 
to go to war against the 
dictator states.”

Almost as if answer-
ing the rhetoric of later 
mischievous historians 
who point to the con-
fl icting nuances for and 
against the kind of war 
that Chamberlain would 
eventually declare only 17 
months later, Campbell 
made it clear: “We do not 
want the government 
to go to war with the 
dictator states.” The fact 
that fascism was secur-
ing positions of strength 
“from which to swoop on 
the rest of Europe” and 
easily defeat Britain 
was solely down to 
the encouragement it 
was getting from the 
national government of 
Tories of all parties.

The Worker was clear 
in its anti-fascism, but 
the kind of rearmament 

now being embarked 
upon was to make the 
government “so strong 
that they are able to force 
the dictators to do a deal 
with the British empire 
rather than fi ght it.” The 
alternative was for fas-
cism’s potential victims 
“to come together around 
France, Britain and the 
Soviet Union, pool their 
military resources, 
devise a policy of eco-
nomic co-operation and 
declare that they will act 
together in the event of 
the attempt of the dicta-
tor states to attack any 
one of them.” Opposing 
arms expenditure until a 
real peace policy was in 
place was not in the least 
inconsistent.

You canread editions of the Daily Worker (1930-45) and Morning Star (200 0-today), online at

Ten days’ access costs just £5.99 and a year is £72

mstar.link/DWMSarchive

MORNINGSTAR
ONLINE.CO.UK
The socialist news hub

GRAHAM STEVENSON 
explores the Star archives

Clarifying stance on rearmament

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...
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8 SATURDAY 24

Len Crome Memorial Confer-
ence: Aid for Spain
11am (registration from 10.30am) at 
Colston Hall, Colston Street, Bristol
Historians Professor Tom Buchanan 
and Dr Emily Mason speak on the 
mobilisation of support for the 
anti-fascist cause in Britain. Plus live 
music from Amanda Boyd and David 
Nash, Ewan McLennan and the Red 
Notes Choir. Entry £20, students 
£15. Organised by the International 
Brigade Memorial Trust.

Stand Together: No to Racism 
and Islamophobia, Football for 
All
Noon outside Waterstones, 24-26 
High Street, Birmingham
Turn out to oppose a demonstration 
by the Football Lads Alliance, which 
has clear links to the far right. Or-
ganised by Stand Up to Racism.

Socialism And The USA: 
Marxism And The Class 
Struggle In America
1pm at the Red Shed (Wakefield 
Labour Club), Vicarage Street, 
Wakefield
There will be speakers on the IWW/
Wobblies, Daniel de Leon, Eugene 
Debs and James Cannon and the US 
SWP. Free entry and light buffet. Bar 
with excellent real ale. Organised by 
Wakefield Socialist History Group.

Now More Than Ever tour
2pm on College Green, in front of 
City Hall, Bristol
Join Bristol CND for a picnic to cel-
ebrate the campaign’s 60th birthday. 
We will have the giant CND symbol 
with us as part of its nationwide 
tour. To find out more, call 07419 
186-507 or email bristolcndchair@
gmail.com.

Child Trafficking, Exploitation 
and Modern Slavery
2pm at the Lymington Centre, New 
Street, Lymington
A talk by Catherine Baker of 
ECPAT UK (End Child Prostitution, 
Child Pornography & Trafficking 
of Children for Sexual Purposes), 
preceded by a light lunch at 1pm. 
Free entry. To find out more, call 
(01590) 683-180 or go to m.facebook.
com/amnestynewforest. Organised 
by Amnesty International New For-
est group.

The Origins and Dismantling of 
the Welfare State
6.30pm at Mitchell Library, North 
Street, Glasgow
Vickie Cooper and Chris Renwick 
look at the formation of the welfare 
state and recent attempts to dis-
mantle it. For tickets, priced £9, call 
(0141) 353-8000 or go to ayewrite.
com. Part of the Aye Write Festival.

Film screening: In Prison My 
Whole Life
7pm at Crossroads Women’s 
Centre 25 Wolsey Mews, London 
NW5
Film about Mumia Abu-Jamal being 
shown as part of an international 
push to win the release of this 
award-winning US journalist 
and Black Panther who has been 
wrongly imprisoned for 37 years. 
To find out more, go to freemumia.
com. Organised by Women of Col-

our Global Women’s Strike and the 
Payday men’s network.

8 SUNDAY 25

Radical Readings: Suffer the 
Little Children
2pm at the Working Class 
Movement Library, 51 The Crescent, 
Salford
This library fundraiser features 
actor bringing us the voices of 
children and young people who 
worked in mines, mills and 
factories in the 19th century. For 
tickets, priced £12, go to eventbrite.
co.uk/e/42901756308.

25th-31st: The Ballad of Johnny 
Longstaff

 ■ 25th: 8pm at Exeter Phoenix, 
Bradninch Place, Gandy Street, 
Exeter

 ■ 26th: 8pm at Glee Club, Tacoma 
Square, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff

 ■ 27th: 8pm at Glee Club, The Arca-
dian, 70 Hurst Street, Birmingham

 ■ 30th: 8pm at Town Hall, 28-32 
High Street, Wem

 ■ 31st: 7.30pm at the CatStrand, 
High Street, New Galloway, Castle 
Douglas
Folk trio the Young’uns perform 
their show telling the story of 
Longstaff, a veteran of the 1934 
hunger march who was at the Battle 
of Cable Street, fought with the 
International Brigades and then in 
World War II. For tickets, go to they-
ounguns.co.uk and follow the links 
or contact the venue direct.

8 MONDAY 26

Water, Land, Life: Celebrating 
Cajamarca’s True Treasures
7pm at Balabam Bar and 
Restaurant, 58-60 High Road, 
London N15
Join inspiring visitors from 
Colombia to celebrate the courage 
and creativity of Cajamarca, the 
municipality that stopped a mega 
mine and is pioneering alternatives 
to extractivism, with a night of 
storytelling, music and food. Free 
entry, but please register at event-
brite.com/e/43745519025. Organised 
by the Gaia Foundation, Colombia 
Solidarity Campaign, War on Want 
and others.

Film screening: Guantanamera
7.30pm upstairs at the Calthorpe 
Arms, 252 Grays Inn, Road, London 
WC1
This 1995 satire by directors Tomas 
Gutierrez Alea and Juan Carlos 
Tabio follows a funeral proces-
sion across Cuba that induces 
unexpected emotions and 
consequences, plus some 
wonderful music. Free 
entry but donations 
welcome to cover costs. 
Organised by North 
London Cuba Solidarity 
Campaign.

8 TUESDAY 27

Health Under Occupation
6pm at Amnesty International, 
17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2
UN special rapporteur Professor 
Michael Lynk iscusses his latest re-

port on Palestinians’ right to health 
and how it is affected by Israel’s 
occupation and closure policies. Free 
entry, but please register at event-
brite.co.uk/e/44105280080.

Book event: The Last Earth — 
A Palestinian Story
6.30pm at Imperial College 
London, Imperial College Road, 
London SW7
Gaza-born author Ramzy Baroud 
discusses his new book and the 
urgent need to situate Palestinian 
refugees back at the center of the 
Palestinian discourse, along with 
contemporary issues facing his 
people’s liberation movement. Free 
entry, but please register at event-
brite.co.uk/e/42454728235.

US Nuclear Strategy: Are We 
Headed for Nuclear War?
6.30pm in Room B102, SOAS 
Brunei Gallery, Thornhaugh Street, 
London WC1
Chair CND Dave Webb and tactical 
nuclear weapons expert Ted Seay 
discuss new technological develop-
ments in nuclear weapons, their 
effect on Trident and their role in 
US security strategy. Free entry, 
but please book by email to info@
londoncnd.org.

8WEDNESDAY 28

Marie Stopes: Reluctant 
Mancunian, Sexual Revolution-
ary, Birth Control Pioneer
2pm at the Working Class 
Movement Library, 51 The Crescent, 
Salford
Clare Debenham marks the cente-
nary of Stopes’s controversial Mar-
ried Love with a talk and readings 
from her work. Free entry.

Sister Solidarity: Writing and 
Recording Women’s Histories
7pm at the Bishopsgate Institute, 
230 Bishopsgate, London EC2
A two-hour exploration of women’s 
history, including grassroots 
protests, everyday lives and the cam-
paigns that have motivated women 
from the second wave of feminism 
in the 1970s to today. Free entry. To 
find out more, call (020) 7392-9200.

Book event: In Our Hands — 
Changing the Way We See the 
Homeless
7pm at Housmans Bookshop, 5 

Caledonian Road, London N1
Homelessness activist Papakow 
Baiden discusses his book, which 
explains the scope of the issue and 
tells stories of homeless people, with 
Labour politicians Andy Slaughter, 
MP for Hammersmith, and Tom 
Copley, London Assembly Member. 
Entry £3, redeemable against any 
purchase.

Public meeting: Are We Going 
to be Fracked?
7pm at Anston Village Hall, 15A 
Ryton Road, North Anston
Ineos has lodged planning ap-
plications to drill for shale gas at 
Woodsetts and Harthill. Free entry. 
All welcome. Organised by Frack 
Free South Yorkshire.

8 THURSDAY 29

Book event: Sound System 
— the Political Power of Music
6pm at Printed Matter Bookshop, 
185 Queens Road, Hastings
Top professional guitarist Dave Ran-
dall discusses his on music as both 
a force for social change and some-
thing that has been used to keep 
people in their place throughout 
history. Entry £2. To book, go to face-
book.com/events/163208167808394.

8 FRIDAY 30

Supercritical: DJ night to 
celebrate CND’s 60th 
anniversary
11pm at the Peer Hat, 14-16 Faraday 
Street, Manchester
Greater Manchester CND hosts 
a fantastic party with actor and 
activist DJ sets by actor and activist 
Maxine Peake, Cutwerk and John 
Bevan. For tickets, priced £5, go to 
eventbrite.co.uk/e/42709490235.

8 SATURDAY 31

Book event: Wobblies of 
the World — A Global 
History of the IWW
7pm at Housmans 
Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1
Professor Peter Cole 
launches a new inter-
national anthology of 
writings on the Indus-
trial Workers of the World, 

which reveals a fascinating 
story of global anarchism, 

syndicalism and socialism. 
Entry £3, redeemable against 

any purchase.
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The Ballad of Johnny Longstaff

Nationwide tour — see listing for details 

Folk trio the Young’uns perform 

their show telling the story  

of Longstaff’s  

remarkable life.
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AYRSHIRe — Ring Arthur 07826 127-759 
or Jim 07787 707-755.

BATH — Ring Robert 07801 700-307.

BeLFAST — Ring Greg Sachno on (028) 
9023-2381 ext 50764.

BIRMINGHAM — Email graham_steven-
son@yahoo.co.uk

BRADFORD/KeIGHLeY — Call 07568 
581-415.

BRIGHTON — brightonmorning
star50@gmail.com 

BRISTOL, BATH AND GLOUCeSTeR — 
Telephone (01749) 870t078.

CALDeR vALLeY — Email geltpete @
gmail.com.

COveNTRY & WARWICKSHIRe — 
Email pks52@outlook.com

DARLINGTON — Ring Desmond on 07951 
106-204.

DevON (NORTH) — Ring Gerrard Sables 
on (01271) 373-338 or email gerrard.sa-
bles@phonecoop.coop

DUNDee — Ring Raymond Mennie 07894 
901-688.

DUMFRIeS — Email stuart.hyslop1@hot-
mail.co.uk for details.

eASTBOURNe — Email Scott at 
bolivar@hotmail.co.uk.

FORTH vALLeY — Covering Falkirk, Ster-
ling and Alloa: Call Colin Finlay on 07837 
305-619 or email finlayc@btinternet.com.

HARPeNDeN — Email 
andy.strowman@gmail.com.

HASTINGS & SUSSeX — Email 
mccarthy790@btopenworld.com, 07950 
138-971.

KeNT (eAST) — Call 07976 943-514, 
nickbwright@mac.com.

KeNT (NORTH) — Email northkent-
morningstar@gmail.com or call Ryan on 
07549 733-739.

LANARKSHIRe — Ronnie 07906 195-
404.

LeICeSTeR — Ring (01780) 238-463

LeIGHTON BUZZARD — Email  martyn_
lewis@ymail.com or phone 07852 838-448.

LIveRPOOL — Please contact Regi at mr-

rthomas@gmail.com.

LAMBeTH — Call 07858 261-354, email 

mabuse@mabuse.plus.com.

LONDON (WANDSWORTH) — Regular 

meeting: Call 07747 714-063.

LUTON — 07713 163-078 or email gwheat-

ley@btconnect.com.

MANCHeSTeR — Regular meetings: Ring 

07504 314-815.

MeRSeYSIDe — Meets regulary: Ring 

Bob on 07774 547-220 or email mersey-

morningstar@gmail.com.

NeWCASTLe — North-east  England 

monthly meeting: Ring Martin on 07799 

040-570 or email  martin@levytyneside.

eclipse.co.uk.

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK — Contact  

Sean Meleady on 07758145671 and email 

smelea@hotmail.co.uk

PeTeRBOROUGH — Regular meetings: 

Ring (01733) 262-338.

PLYMOUTH — Call 07800 508-261 or 

email timcgulliver@gmail.com.

PONTYPRIDD — Email Viv Martin: vivso-

martin@gmail.com.

RICHMOND & KINGSTON — Regular 

group: Ring (020) 8979-6091 or email 

philiprchambers@gmail.com.

SHROPSHIRe — Regular paper sales: 

Call 07896 976-833 or email shropsmorn-

ingstar@gmail.com.

SOUTHAMPTON — Regular group: Con-

tact Glynn Tudor, msactionsouthamp-

ton@gmail.com to get involved.

SHeFFIeLD/SOUTH YORKSHIRe — 

R&S group: Call Steve 07851 753-711. Email 

symorningstar@gmail.com

SWINDON — Paper sales: Email 

jackobadenski@ yahoo.com.

WALeS (NORTH) — Regular meetings: 

Email trevorjones.dtuc@hotmail.co.uk or 

call (01745) 822-218.

YORKSHIRe — ryedalesocialists @gmail.

com.

BRISTOL, BATH AND GLOUCeSTeR — 
Readers and Supporters Group: are host-
ing a production of  We Are the Lions, 
Mr Manager! - Friday April 6th 7.30 pm 
(doors open 6.45pm) Box Office01749 
870078 St Michael’s Church Hall, 160a 
Gloucester Road, Bishopston, Bristol 
BS7 8NT £10 waged £8 unwaged.

COATBRIDGe — Lanarkshire Readers 
and Supporters Morning Star sale: 
Every Saturday outside Asda. Call 
Ronnie on 07906 195-404.

DUMFRIeS — Morning Star sale: Every 
Saturday from noon at the Midstee-
ple. New readers and sellers wel-
come. Call Stuart on 07780 804-561.

DUMFRIeS — Readers and Supporters 
meetings: New members welcome. 
Email stuart.hyslop1@hotmail.co.
uk for details.

DUNDee — Morning Star sale: First Sat-
urday of every month at 11.30am at 
Brooksbank Clock, Murraygate. Ring 
Raymond Mennie on 07894 901-688.

eDINBURGH — Regular Morning Star 
sale: Every Saturday at the bottom 
of the Mound, noon to 2pm.

GLASGOW — Morning Star sale: Every 
Saturday, 1-4pm, at Buchanan Street 
stall (opposite Gordon Street).

GLASGOW — Unison Scotland Read-
ers And Supporters Group meeting: 
Should Britain Remain in the Single 
Market and Customs Union? What 
Is Best For Workers? Speakers: 
Dave Watson, Unison Scotland pol-
icy head, and Professor John Foster, 
secretary of Radical Options in 
Scotland and Europe. Chair: Kate 
Ramsden, Unison NEC member. Fri-
day April 13, 6-8pm, at Glasgow Uni-
son Branch Office, 84 Bell Street, 
Glasgow G1 1LG. All welcome.

GLASGOW — Postponed Scottish 
Morning Star Spring Conference: 

NEW DATE Sunday April 29. An In-
dustrial Strategy for People. Speak-
ers include: Richard Leonard, leader 
Scottish Labour Party, Roz Foyer, 
Lynn Henderson, Vince Mills Tam 
Kirby. Chair: Denise Christie. STUC, 
333 Woodlands Rd, Glasgow, G3 
6NG. Register at door from 10.45am.

LeICeSTeR — Readers and Support-
ers Group: Contact Dave Wilford at 
dave29wilford@hotmail.com or 
0116 2897-975, or David Grove at 
davidgrove20@gmail.com or 
01780 238-463. We hope to rein-
state regular meetings this year.

LONDON — Regular Readers  and Sup-
porters meeting: Contact Mary on 
07719 383-322 or email london-
morningstargroup@gmail.com.

MANCHeSTeR — Entertainer: If any 
readers’ groups run fundraisers and 
need a performer, they can always 
contact Dave Puller on 07815 006-
671 or email d.puller@ntlworld.com.

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK — Readers 
and Supporters Group: Sean Me-
leady: 07758145671 and email 
smelea@hotmail.co.uk.

NORTH DevON — Morning Star sale: 
Every Saturday: Contact G Sables on 
gerrard.sables@phonecoop.coop.

SHeFFIeLD — Regular Star sales pitch: 
Thursdays and Saturdays, Sheffield 
city centre — contact symorning-
star@gmail.com for details.

SHROPSHIRe — Regular paper sales: 
Call Jim, 07896 976-833. Email 
shropsmorningstar@gmail.com.

SWINDON — Paper sale: Every Satur-
day. If you can help, contact Pete at 
jackobadenski@yahoo.com.

WeST DUNBARTONSHIRe — New 
group: For details of activities con-
tact George 07511 546 085.

BRISTOL: Bristol, Bath & Gloucester 
CP Branch. Meets second 
Wednesday of the month. For details 
ring Mike on (0117) 9633-164 or email 
bristoldistrictcpb@hotmail.co.uk.

CAMBRIDGe: Cambridgeshire 
Communist Party meets each month, 
with politics, Marxist Education and 
campaigns. For information of next 
meeting contact Phil on info@
cambridgecommunist.party

eDINBURGH: Edinburgh Branch CP. 
Monthly meeting first Wednesday 
of each month. 6-8pm in the VCR 
Room, Central Library, 7-9 George 
IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EG.

HAMPSHIRe BRANCH CP: Next 
branch meeting. Sunday March 25, 
2pm, the Juniper Berry pub, Castle 
Square, Southampton. phone 
Sean on 0750 851 7372.

LeeDS: CP West Yorkshire Branch. 
Meeting third Saturday of every 
month at 11am at the Swarthmore 
Centre, Woodhouse Square, Leeds. 
All welcome. Contact 07866 479-
489.

LeICeSTeR: CP branch. Contact: 
cpleics@yahoo.com, (01780) 238-
463.

LONDON: London Voices Writers 
Workshop. Read your own work,  

discuss, listen. The Three Kings 
pub, Clerkenwell Close, EC1 ODY 
7.30 pm upstairs. Nearest station 
Farringdon. All ages welcome. 
Collection  March 27.

LONDON: Communist University in 
South London — Free, open Marxist 
education classes. 7.30pm on the 
third Thursday of every month at 
Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Road, 
South Croydon CR0 1BD. 
communistuniversity.wordpress.
com  cuisl@communist-party.org.
uk.

LONDON: South East London CP. Meets 
monthly. Find out more at www.

selcp.org  —  southeastlondon@
communist-party.org.uk.

MeRSeYSIDe: Merseyside Branch CP. 
Meeting on the first Thursday of the 
month. Contact branch secretary 
Thomas Butler for details of venue 
on tom89efc@yahoo.co.uk.

OXFORD: CP branch. Meets monthly 
— all welcome. For details: 07769-
557-664 or oxford@communist-
party.org.uk.

SHeFFIeLD: South Yorkshire CP 
Branch. Meets second Monday of 
the month. Ring Carrie on 07531 
079-268 or Bryan on (0114) 2334-
758.

25th-31st

CONTACT US
Promote your events!

redlist@peoples
-press.com
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by Our Sports Desk

IRELAND will not participate 
in next year’s World Cup after 
suffering an agonising defeat to 
Afghanistan yesterday in their 
all-or-nothing encounter.

The two latest full member 
nations of the International 
Cricket Council were both 
vying for a place in England 
and Wales next summer as 
the qualification tournament 
reached its crescendo.

It is a spectacular reversal of 
fortunes for Afghanistan, a side 
coached by former Ireland boss 
Phil Simmons who lost their 
first three group games and 
only progressed to the Super 
Six stage through net run-rate 
before hitting their straps.

While they will be contem-

plating a World Cup quali-
fier final against the Windies 
tomorrow, Ireland miss out on 
the tournament proper for the 
first time since 2003.

Both sides were given the 
opportunity to claim a top-two 
spot by virtue of Zimbabwe’s 
shock defeat to the UAE on 
Thursday and Ireland’s superior 
net run rate over Afghanistan 
meant they would progress in 
the event of a washout.

Ireland captain Will Porter-
field won the toss and elected 
to bat first and he and Paul 
Stirling made a watchful start 

on a wearing pitch, finding the 
boundary rope just five times in 
a 53-run opening stand.

Porterfield departed for 20 
from 45 balls after flicking 
off-spinner Mohammad Nabi 
to midwicket while Andrew 
Balbirnie contributed 11 from 
34 deliveries before nicking 
behind off Afghanistan’s star 
legbreak bowler Rashid Khan.

Stirling brought up his 13th 
one-day international 50 as he 
and Niall O’Brien upped the 
tempo, but the former was 
run out for 55 after a mix-up 
between the wickets.

O’Brien was unable to carry 
on the momentum after driv-
ing to short extra cover off 
Dawlat Zadran for 36 as Ireland 
stuttered to 130 for four in the 
36th over.

Kevin O’Brien contributed 41 
from 37 balls with three fours 
and a six to lift Ireland towards 
a competitive total before being 
bowled by Rashid, who finished 
as the pick of Afghanistan’s 
bowlers with three for 40.

The daring Mohammad 
Shahzad led Afghanistan’s 
reply, taking charge of an 
86-run opening partnership 

alongside Gulbadin Naib (45) 
with a rash of boundaries.

He made 54 from 50 deliver-
ies to seemingly leave Afghani-
stan in pole position although 
his dismissal, after holing out to 
long-on off Simi Singh, tilted the 
balance back in Ireland’s favour.

Spinners Simi and Andy 
McBrine were able to stifle the 
run rate, while the former col-
lected the wickets of Rahmat 
Shah and the dangerous Nabi 
as Afghanistan lurched from 
113 for one just after the mid-
way point to 151 for four with 
10 overs remaining.

At the end of the 44th 
over, Afghanistan were left 
needing more than a run 
a ball but captain Asghar 
Stanikzai (39 not out) eased 
the pressure on his side, 
clubbing four then six over 
long-on off successive Barry 
McCarthy deliveries.

Najibullah Zadran (17no) 
also cleared the ropes to put 
Afghanistan within touch-
ing distance before Stanikzai 
completed the job in the final 
over after a thick inside edge 
off McCarthy ran away to the 
boundary for four.

Racing Guide with Farringdon

■ DOncaSteR, LinGfieLD anD WOLVeRHaMPtOn

no shocks if London becomes 
the talk of Doncaster today
FLAT SEASON: Karl Burke’s London Protocol is worth taking a look at 
on a strong card which has been a bit of let down the past few years MinD tHe BenD: 

Racers at Doncaster

I
T’S the start of the turf 
flat season with the Lin-
coln Handicap as always 
the mainstay on the Town 
Moor Doncaster card and I 

am going to take a chance on 
London Protocol causing a huge 
upset for local trainer Karl 
Burke.

The five-year-old hasn’t cut 
much ice at Meydan this win-
ter with two heavy defeats off 
a mark of 100.

A 1lb drop in the weights is 
hardly anything to shout about 
here, but a repeat of his win-
ning performance in a Chan-

tilly handicap last autumn or 
in a subsequent run in a hot 
handicap at Leicester would 
make him more than just a 
sitting duck outsider here.

I think this year’s race is a 
lot better than previous years 
with several unexposed sorts 
well worth a second look at.

Of those at the top of the 
betting I much prefer Fire 
Brigade to Addeybb (little 
between them on Newmar-
ket running), while last year’s 
winner Bravery is well handi-
capped on that run albeit in 
a better renewal, while the 
third Donncha will surely 
win a nice prize this season 
when everything unfolds in 
his favour in a truly run race 
such as this.

The Spring Mile at 2.25 looks 
equally as competitive at a 
slightly lower level and it will 
be interesting to see how the 
very lightly raced Taqdeer goes 
in the marketplace beforehand, 
but the value against him here 
surely lies with What’s The Story 
who should be favourite in my 
eyes.

The booking of Ryan Moore 
is an obvious plus and a fair run 
in a good Newcastle handicap 
over seven furlongs should have 
brought him on for his first try 
over a mile, which should suit 
him down the ground.

Later on at the South York-
shire track, Tabarrak can take 
the Listed Doncaster Mile at 
3.00, while the opening Listed 
Cammidge Trophy at 1.50 could 

see the 20/1 shot Visionary out-
run those odds.

He has a fairly good record 
when fresh and the drying 
ground will most definitely be 
in his favour over the likes of 
Mr Lupton and Steward’s Cup 
winner Lancelot Du Lac.

Over at Newbury the big 
mares event can go to Sunshade, 
with James Bowen taking 3lbs 
off her back. 

She looked something very 
special when winning her first 
two starts this season and a 
visit to the Cheltenham Festi-
val looked on the cards. How-
ever, she then ran well below 
form behind the smart Maria’s 
Benefit.

It could well have been the 
very soft ground that caught 
her out on that occasion or a 
third fairly quick run but, what-
ever the reason, she could still 
be well-weighted and gets the 
nod over the likes of Roksana 
and Kalahari Queen.

Elsewhere, My Target can 
finally come good this season 
when he runs in the big one-
mile handicap at Lingfield due 
off at 3.10, while later on the 
Surrey card Tomily can turn 
over old rival Encore D’or who 
has to shoulder a welterweight 
of 10-9!

I have just the one fancy in 
the evening at Wolverhampton, 
where TOMMY BOY looks very 
interesting on his handicap 
debut for Ian Williams in the 
7.15, with Richard Kingscote 
booked to ride.

Saturday

LOnDOn PROtOcOL
Doncaster 3:35 (nap)

taBaRRaK
Doncaster 3:00

Sunday

ManSHOOD
Doncaster 3:35 (nap)

RiGHt actiOn
Doncaster 2:25

Farringdon’s Doubles

Saturday

LanceLOt DU Lac
Doncaster 1:50

Sunday

ROYaL Line
Doncaster 4:10

Houseman’s Choice

WeekenD TIPS

■ Men’S cRicKet

Ireland fail to qualify for World Cup
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n men’s rugby union

six nations showed 
why irish are world’s 
second best team

T
HE dust has settled 
and the curtain 
has come down 
on an enthralling 
Six Nations where 

Ireland won their third grand 
slam and cemented their posi-
tion as the second best team in 
the world.

What was clear from the 
moment that Johnny Sexton’s 
beautifully struck drop-goal 
deep into injury time won the 
game in Paris was coach Joe 
Schmidt’s side’s cast-iron will 
to win a game seemingly lost.

That killer instinct was to 
the fore against England in 
Ireland’s final match. Scrum-
half Conor Murray got the 
ball and instead of kicking to 
touch for the half-time whistle 
threw a stunning pass to Jacob 
Stockdale, who cleverly kicked 
ahead and dived on the ball for 
a killer blow.

The 21-year-old Stockdale has 
been a real find for Schmidt as 
he set a new Six Nations record 
of seven tries in one tourna-
ment.

But he is one gem among 
many others that Ireland have 
blooded in their triumphant 
march to the title.

James Ryan at lock has seven 
caps and is 21-years-old, while 
20-year-old Jordan Larmour 
came on against England and 
slotted into the team to the 
manor born. Fly-half Joey Car-
berry has nine caps and is also 
just 22-years-old. 

The men in green now boast 
an impressive array of youth 
and experience and their squad 
of 23 players against England 
had an average age of 26.

Schmidt has drilled his 
squad into a winning formula 
that has seen them win games 
where their opponent has 
pushed them hard.

Wales coach Warren Gatland 
used last year’s autumn inter-
nationals and this Six Nations 
to build his squad for next 
year’s World Cup and blood 
some new faces on the inter-
national scene.

Winger Staff Evans impressed, 
as did Josh Navidi at No 7.

There has been a clamour 
in Wales for the team to play 
a more expansive game and 
base the national side around 
the Scarlets, who have enjoyed 

notable success in European 
competition.

Against Scotland in the open-
ing match Wales were rampant 
and extinguished Scottish 
hopes. 

The Scarletts’ Rhys Patch-
ell had a fine game at fly-half 
and the team played with his 
region’s attacking rugby and 
flair that home supporters 
wanted.

But the inexperienced young-
ster was targeted by England 
coach Eddie Jones and he wilted 
under the pressure.

Gatland is stubborn and rein-
stated Dan Biggar for the games 
against Ireland and France.

With a second place in the 
title and narrow losses to Ire-
land and England, the Welsh 
can gain considerable satisfac-
tion from their campaign. 

But Welsh fans will be hop-
ing that the boss can be per-
suaded not to revert to his tried 
and tested players and evolves 
the team further to play the 
way they did against Scotland.

Despite being one of the 
pre-tournament favourites, 
Gregor Townsend’s Scotland 
were stunned by their opening-
day loss to Wales, but bounced 

back to beat France and then 
England in two thrilling home 
displays.

But losses away from home 
showed some of the frail-
ties in Townsend’s attacking 
approach. 

For every wonder pass 
thrown by Finn Russell and his 
centres, Huw Jones and Peter 
Horne, they also cough up pos-
session and points when they 
get it wrong.

Scotland play very close to 
the gainline and manage at 
home to get the majority of 
their passes away, but it is on 
away trips where it goes wrong.

Townsend is melding 
together a potent attacking 
force but will be looking to 
marry that to better game man-
agement against top sides away 
from home.

If his men can reproduce 
their Murrayfield form when 
they are on the road, and learn 
lessons in when to press the Go 
button, the Scots will be a real 
handful.

England were chasing a third 
successive title but ended their 
campaign in fifth place, their 
worst result since 1987.

Coach Eddie Jones was 

lauded for steering his side 
to 24 wins from 25 games but 
three losses on the trot in this 
championship saw the team in 
some disarray and the Aussie 
being booed by the Twicken-
ham faithful.

The English forward pack 
had a torrid time in Edinburgh 
and lost the crucial breakdown 
battle against Scotland and 
France, which reignited the 
post-2015 World Cup discussion 
about not playing specialist 
back-row forwards.

Against Ireland at Twicken-
ham the side were well-beaten 
by half-time and looked off 
the pace. Jones seemed to be 
in denial afterwards when he 
said that the losses would help 
the team to become better. 

Certainly, if England are to 
be competitive in South Africa 
in the summer and against New 
Zealand in the autumn then 
they better learn those lessons 
quickly.

Jones has said that some 
players may not make the 2019 
World Cup. More losses in the 
summer and autumn could 
mean the coach himself may 
not make the tournament in 
Japan.

n men’s cricKeT

Ed Sheeran 
a welcome 
distraction 
for England
by our sports Desk

ED SHEERAN was a left-field 
contender for England’s high-
light of a rainy day in Auckland 
yesterday.

James Anderson already 
had a moment to savour when 
he had New Zealand’s record-
breaking batsman Kane Wil-
liamson lbw at Eden Park.

But pop star Sheeran also 
made an unexpected bid to 
lighten the mood in the Eng-
land camp when, on a surprise 
visit to watch day two of the 
pink-ball Test, he popped into 
both dressing rooms.

After a succession of heavy 
showers restricted play to just 
23.1 overs, in which Williamson 
(102) went past teammate Ross 
Taylor and all-time great Mar-
tin Crowe with 18 centuries to 
their 17 each, Anderson recalled 
both Sheeran’s unscripted meet 
and greet and the moment he 
finally dismissed the New Zea-
land captain.

There has been little cheer 
here so far for England after 
they collapsed to a hapless 58 
all out on day one of this series 
opener and have then been 
powerless to stop the Kiwis 
moving to 229 for four in reply.

The arrival of Sheeran pro-

DAViD nicHoLson rounds up a tournament in which 
Scotland flashed their brilliance, Wales fans saw a 
glimpse of their future and England looked lost

WorLDs APArT: Ireland get the 
better of England at Twickenham
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SPORT ON TV

Saturday
 ■ BOXING: WBC Silver Heavyweight 

title bout, Dillian Whyte v Lucas 

Browne — Sky Sports Action 7pm; 

Sky Sports Main Event 7.30pm.

 ■ CRICKET: New Zealand v England, 

first Test, day four — Sky Sports 

Cricket and Main Event 12.30am 

(Sunday).

 ■ CYCLING: Tour of Catalunya, stage 

six — Eurosport 1 2.45pm.

 ■ FOOTBALL: BT Sport 1 11.45am; 

International football, Northern 

Ireland v South Korea — eir Sport 1 

1.55pm, England Under-21s v Roma-

nia Under-21s — BT Sport 2 5pm; 

EFL, Luton v Barnet — Sky Sport 

Main Event 5pm; A-League, Central 

Coast Mariners v Sydney FC — BT 

Sport 1 6.30am, Melbourne City v 

Western Sydney Wanderers — BT 

Sport 1 8.45am; Vanarama National 

League, Tranmere v Eastleigh — BT 

Sport 1 11.45am.

 ■ GOLF: World Golf Championships, 

fourth day of WGC-Dell Match Play 

Championship — Sky Sports Golf 2pm.

 ■ HORSE RACING: Live racing, Don-

caster — ITV4 2pm.

 ■ MOTOCYCLING: World Superbikes, 

second round in Thailand, qualifying 

and race one — Eurosport 2 6am.

 ■ ROWING: The University Boat 

Races — BBC One 3.50pm.

 ■ RUGBY UNION: Super Rugby, Sun-

wolves v Chiefs — Sky Sports Action 

4.15am; Hurricanes v Highlanders — 

Sky Sports Action 6.35am, Stormers 

v Reds — Sky Sports Action 3.15pm; 

Aviva Premiership, Saracens v Har-

lequins — Channel 5 and BT Sport 1 

2.30pm; PRO14, Ospreys v Leinster 

— S4C 7.15pm.

 ■ SNOOKER: Players Championship 

— ITV4 6.45pm.

 ■ TENNIS: WTA, Miami Open — BT 

Sport 2 1.30am.

 ■ WINTER SPORTS: Curling World 

Championships — Eurosport 2 6pm.

Sunday
 ■ BASKETBALL: NBA, Milwaukee 

Bucks v San Antonio Spurs — BT 

Sport 1 8.30pm.

 ■ CRICKET: New Zealand v England, 

first Test, day five 1.30am (Monday); 

South Africa v Australia, third Test, 

day four — Sky Sports Cricket 9.25am, 

Sky Sports Main Event 11.45am.

 ■ CYCLING: Tour of Catalunya, stage 

seven — Eurosport 1 12pm.

 ■ FOOTBALL: EFL, Chesterfield v 

Notts County — Sky Sports Main 

Event 1pm; Portsmouth v Oxford 

— Sky Sports Main Event 3.30pm; 

A-League, Wellington Phoenix v 

Brisbane Roar — BT Sport 1 7am; 

Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory — 

BT Sport 1 9am.

 ■ GOLF: World Golf Championships, 

fifth day of WGC-Dell Match Play 

Championship — Sky Sports Golf 3pm, 

Sky Sports Main Event 6pm.

 ■ MOTORCYCLING: World Super-

bikes, second round in Thailand, race 

two — Eurosport 2 8am.

 ■ MOTORSPORT: Formula One, Aus-

tralian Grand Prix — Sky Sports Main 

Event, eir Sport 1 6.05am.

 ■ RUGBY UNION: Aviva Premier-

ship, Leicester v Wasps — BT Sport 

1 2.30pm; Top 14, Toulon v Clermont 

Auvergne — Sky Sports Action 

3.45pm; Top 14, Lyon v Racing 92 — 

Sky Sports Action 8pm.

 ■ SNOOKER: Players Championship 

— ITV4 6.45pm.

 ■ TENNIS: WTA, Miami Open — BT 

Sport 2 4pm.

vided a welcome distraction, 
though, as he relaxed before 
his sold-out concert in town 
tonight.

Anderson had the sliding 
doors misfortune to miss the 
chance encounter with the 
singer — born close to his own 
home town Burnley, across the 
roses divide of the South Pen-
nines in West Yorkshire.

But speaking on behalf of 
his teammates, he said it was 
“brilliant, yes.

“I didn’t actually see him 
— the lads did. A few of them 
chatted to him for a while.

“It was nice, especially after 
a couple of average days, to 
meet someone of his calibre.”

Anderson confirmed several 
of Sheeran’s hits are on Eng-
land’s team playlist.

“There are a few songs [of 
his] there and it was nice of 
him to come in and chat to the 
guys,” he added.

“There are a lot of big fans 
in there.”

Anderson (three for 53) also 
alleviated England’s struggles 
a little with the wicket of Wil-
liamson — a player he unsur-
prisingly admires.

“Right now, he’s up there 
with the best in the world,” 
he said.

“I think he’s got a brilliant 
gameplan, is good technically, 
good in all conditions and all 
forms of the game. There’s not 
many around [like him] at the 
minute in world cricket.”

England’s best hope of 
emerging from this match 
without adding to their already 
unenviable away record of late 
in Tests surely rests with the 
forecast of more bad weather.

Reflecting on the previous 
day’s embarrassing collapse, 
No 11 Anderson said: “I can’t 
remember experiencing an 
hour like that before.

“We’ve got to try and work 
very hard to make sure it 
doesn’t happen again.”

But “we have to keep believ-
ing we can save [this match] — 
because if we don’t have belief 
there’s no point turning up.”

Williamson has much more 
reason for optimism but is not 
one to get ahead of himself.

There was an element of self-
reproach, in fact, at failing to 
consolidate after the historic 
century which puts him statis-
tically ahead of national hero 
Crowe at the age of just 27.

He said: “Martin was a fan-
tastic, world-class player for 
New Zealand — our best player, 
batsman certainly, of all time 
— and the respect is certainly 
there for Martin and what he 
did for the game.

“For me personally I’ve never 
focused too much on stats.

“It’s been about doing my 
best for the team, and that’s 
why today it was frustrat-
ing to not still be out there 
[although] it was a fairly good 
delivery.”

■ women’s cricket

england 
clinical in 
Aussie win
HALF-centuries from Natalie 
Sciver and Tammy Beaumont 
in Mumbai yesterday boosted 
England to an eight-wicket vic-
tory over Australia in the T20 
Tri-Series.

England restricted Australia 
to just 149 for eight, despite 
Australia captain Rachael 
Haynes top-scoring with 65, 
as Jenny Gunn plundered three 
wickets. Sciver took two and 
Danielle Hazell one.

“Very nice to get over the 
line,” said England captain 
Heather Knight. “We are try-
ing to play as best as we can. 

“A few catches in the field 
[were missed] but the batting 
was very clinical and positive. 
Very happy with the win.”

Coming in to bat, Sciver piled 
up 68, including 12 boundaries, 
with Beaumont also finishing 
unbeaten as she registered 
eight fours across her haul of 
58 at the Brabourne Stadium.

Bryony Smith, who made 
a half-century in a warm-up 
match against India A this 
week, was dismissed for a sin-
gle on her England debut while 
left-arm pace bowler Katie 
George made her bow in the 
first innings.

Player of the match Sciver 
said: “It’s quite nice with the 
conditions here.”

■ formulA one

Wolff backs Brit’s 
diversity claims
by our sports Desk

Lewis HamiLton’s 
mercedes boss toto wolff 
backed his star driver’s 
demand yesterday for 
greater diversity in For-
mula one.

Hamilton called 
on the sport to 
encourage more 
participation 
from a wider 
range of ethnic 
backgrounds in 
a video posted to 
instagram on thursday.

the defending cham-
pion recorded the 
15-second video from his 
mercedes team’s hospital-
ity suite of a number of 
people in the paddock, 
and accompanied the clip 
with the words: “there’s 
barely any diversity in F1. 
still nothing’s changed in 
11 years i’ve been here.”

Hamilton, who was 
fastest in both practice 
sessions in melbourne on 
Friday, is F1’s first and 
only black driver.

and mercedes executive 
director wolff — whose 
wife and former williams 
reserve driver susie has 
established the “Dare to 
be Different” campaign 
which encourages more 
women to take part in 

motor racing — agrees 
that more needs to 

be done.
“the more 

diversity we can 
get into Formula 
one, the better 

it is,” wolff said. 
“we had an event 

here where we launched 
‘Dare to be Different’ in 
australia and that was a 
good success.

“whether it is different 
ethnic backgrounds or, 
getting girls into motor 
racing, this is what needs 
to happen.

“more diversity in the 
paddock would do us 
good, make us think dif-
ferently and help us be 
more open-minded. this 
will grow and the bal-
ance will be better in the 
future.”

GreAt DAY: Tammy 
Beaumont in action 
against Australia

You tHink eD sHeerAn will siGn mY BAll? James Anderson 
talks to Stuart Broad during the match against New Zealand
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Intl Friendlies
Curacao Bolivia, 12am

Peru Croatia, 12.30am

Mexico Iceland, 2am

Kenya Comoros, 1pm

Armenia Estonia, 2pm

N Ireland Korea Republic, 2pm

Canada New Zealand

Georgia Lithuania

Qatar Syria, 4pm

South Africa Zambia, 4pm

Sweden Chile, 5pm

Israel Romania, 6pm

Kosovo Madagascar, 6pm

Togo Ivory Coast, 6pm

Gibraltar Latvia*

Kuwait Cameroon, 4.30pm*

Faroe Islands Liechtenstein, 5pm*

Under-21 Intl
England Romania, 5.15pm

League One
Bradford Gillingham

Bury Wigan

Charlton Plymouth

Fleetwood Northampton

MK Dons Blackpool

Peterborough Bristol Rovers

Scunthorpe Rochdale

Shrewsbury Wimbledon

Southend Rotherham

Portsmouth Oxford United, 4pm*

League Two
Carlisle Cambridge United

Coventry Grimsby

Crawley Cheltenham

Exeter Swindon

Forest Green Rovers Mansfield

Morecambe Lincoln City

Newport County Crewe

Stevenage Colchester

Wycombe Port Vale

Luton Barnet, 5.15pm

Chesterfield Notts County, 1.30pm*

FA Trophy
Gateshead Bromley

Wealdstone Brackley Town

Women’s FA Cup
Durham Everton, 12.30pm*

Arsenal Chartlon, 2pm*

Sunderland Man City, 2pm*

WSL
Birmingham Liverpool, 2pm*

Chelsea Reading, 2pm*

WSL Two
Oxford United Millwall, 2pm*

Sheffield United Brighton, 2pm*

Donny Belles Tottenham, 2pm*

Watford Aston Villa, 2pm*

Scottish Champ
Dundee United Dunfermline

Morton Brechin City

Queen Of The South Livingston

Scottish League One
Airdrieonians Raith Rovers

Albion Rovers Alloa Athletic

Arbroath Stranraer

Ayr United Queen’s Park

Forfar Athletic East Fife

Scottish League Two
Berwick Rangers Edinburgh City

Clyde Montrose

Peterhead Annan Athletic

Stenhousemuir Elgin City

Stirling Albion Cowdenbeath

All kickoffs 3pm unless noted

* denotes Sunday game

WEEKEND FOOTBALL
n men’S fOOTball

POWELL: FOOTBALL’S 
LOST A GENERATION 
OF BLACK COACHES
by Our Sports Desk

CHRIS POWELL said yesterday 
that English football has lost 
a generation of talent by not 
encouraging more black play-
ers to become coaches, but is 
“honoured” to be linked with 
a role with the national side.

The Football Association 
announced in January that it 
was following the English Foot-
ball League’s lead by introduc-
ing a version of American foot-
ball’s Rooney Rule, a require-
ment to interview at least 
one black, Asian or minority 
ethnic (BAME) candidate for 
every coaching position at St 
George’s Park.

And this week the governing 
body has revealed an ambition 
for a BAME coach, assistant 
manager or manager to work 
with each of its 28 national 
sides, with Powell linked to a 
role in Gareth Southgate’s sen-
ior set-up.

The Southend manger has 
not had any official confirma-
tion from the FA or Southgate, 
a friend and former Crystal Pal-
ace teammate, but said: “Like 
everybody else, I was really 
surprised because I’ve had no 
word from anyone at the FA but 
it’s a great honour to be linked 
with a role such as that.

“I think [the FA] is trying to 
encourage others that there is a 

pathway, that you can coach at 
the highest level. Whether it’s 
me or not, it’s a really positive 
step because it can only help.”

Powell, who has returned 
Southend to safety in League 
One since taking over from 
Phil Brown in January, is one 
of only eight BAME managers 
at English football’s 92 league 
clubs, with just 22 of 482 coach-
ing roles held by BAME coaches. 
This is despite one in four play-
ers coming from a BAME back-
ground.

Asked if he was disappointed 
that the Premier League had 
not also introduced the Rooney 
Rule, Powell said promoting 
diversity in dugouts should be 
something people can pursue 
without relying on the game’s 
lawmakers.

“If we think it’s something 
serious, we all have a role to 
play in trying to implement it 
at every level,” he said.

“It’s mandatory in the Foot-
ball League at academy level so 
if it works there, why don’t we 
look to encourage it at senior 
level, to encourage men and 
women, of all backgrounds, 
to coach and manage?

“As a black manager, I under-
stand my role in trying to do 
my job correctly and to inspire 
others to make a career out of 
the game.

“I do feel there has been a 
lost generation of coaches, 

which shouldn’t happen again. 
We lost some quality players, 
who, at the end of their careers, 
felt they wouldn’t get an oppor-
tunity.

“I think now, in regard to 
diversity and inclusion, it’s a 
no-brainer. Everyone in football 
has a role to play in trying to 
make sure we don’t lose good 
people.”

With Southgate focused 
on his preparations for Rus-
sia 2018, and him busy with 
the Shrimpers, Powell said he 
thought any introduction to the 
England team would have to 
wait until after the World Cup.

And while Powell is more 
than happy to wait for Eng-
land’s call, Iffy Onuora is 
already working with England 
U21 manager Aidy Boothroyd.

“What’s happened in the 
NFL is a good thing,” Boothroyd 
said.

“It’s more than visibility, it’s 
about opportunity and educa-
tion. It’s exactly what we should 
be doing.

“Iffy will work with me for 
the foreseeable future. I have 
known him since we were 16 
but our paths have crossed 
very little because he’s played 
for about 18 clubs, managed 
Ethiopia, managed Swindon, 
worked for the [Professional 
Footballers Association]. But 
he’s exactly the type of person 
we want.”

HOneST: Gareth Southgate

n men’S fOOTball

Kick It Out pleased by Southgate’s focus on racism
ANTI-RACIST campaign Kick It 
Out backed England manager 
Gareth Southgate yesterday 
after he said that England 
“must get our own house in 
order” before accusing World 
Cup hosts Russia of racism.

The former under-21 boss 
spent a “really interesting couple 
of hours” with Kick It Out’s edu-
cation manager Troy Townsend 
earlier this week and the anti-
discrimination group said that 
there is still plenty of work left to 
rid not only the sport but wider 
society of racism.

“Kick It Out welcomes the 
England manager’s comments 
and is pleased that Gareth 
Southgate is using his position 
to encourage discussion about 

the need to tackle racism in 
English football,” a statement 
read. 

“It is not only at international 
level that discriminatory abuse 
is occurring, but across the 
entirety of football and more 
leaders should follow South-
gate’s example of speaking up 
and changing football’s culture 
on and off the field of play. 

“Kick It Out is delighted 
that an educational workshop 
delivered by Troy Townsend, 
the organisation’s education 
manager, in which he provided 
evidence of the appalling rac-

ist abuse received by England’s 
Under-16 team on social media, 
was able to have an impact on 
coaches across the national 
team set-up. 

“It is only by exposing peo-
ple to the harmful effects of all 
forms of discrimination and 
exclusion that we are able to 
make progress. 

“Discrimination must always 
be challenged, so it is appro-
priate that concerns have been 
raised across football about 
the potential dangers faced by 
BAME and LGBT supporters and 
players at the World Cup in Rus-
sia this summer, who must be 
protected from discriminatory 
abuse.

“However, the England 

manager is also correct to 
emphasise that there is still 
significant work to be done in 
this country to eliminate rac-
ism from football and wider 
society and problems at an 
international level should not 
provide a smokescreen for the 
issues that must be addressed 
closer to home.”

by Kadeem 
Simmonds


