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Palestinian trade unions stand with the trade union movement internationally as we 

collectively resist attacks on our working conditions, cuts to public services and job 

losses. We are proud to lend our voices to the mobilisations taking place 

internationally uniting trade unions, immigrants and refugees, social movements, and

environmentalists fighting for a better future and dignified living. As trade unions we 

understand that dignified living must go hand in hand with fighting against all forms 

of oppression. 

As you sit in Congress, Palestinians face an escalation of Israel’s violations of 

Palestinian rights.  The Israeli regime of dispossession, apartheid and occupation, 

once again, demonstrates total disregard for Palestinian lives and makes no 

pretence of adhering to norms of international law. 

In the last two weeks tens of thousands of Palestinians have been peacefully 

protesting the siege and demanding the UN-stipulated right of Palestinian refugees, 

who constitute the majority in Gaza, to return to their homes of origin from which they

had been forcibly displaced. Peaceful protestors are shot down, killed or maimed; 

our political and movement leaders are imprisoned; children are detained and 

abused; families are made homeless and displaced; and all the while our homes are 

demolished, whole villages threatened with erasure and our land expropriated. 

After 70 years of dispossession, 50 years of military rule, and the devastating 10 

year siege that suffocates us in the world’s largest open-air prison, we need such 

meaningful solidarity, especially in the form of BDS (Boycott, Divestment and 

Sanctions Movement). In just the last two weeks, the Israeli military, following a 

shoot-to-kill-or-maim policy, has already killed 30 Palestinian civilians in Gaza and 

injured over 3,000.

Trade unions today are taking the lead in defending the Palestinian people to justice,

freedom and equality endorsing the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement.

The STUC is one of a number of trade union federations that have formally endorsed

BDS principles and tactics.  This gives us great hope in the potential of working 

people to end corporate and state complicity for Israel’s crimes. It also reminds us of 

the incredibly inspiring international trade union campaigns which helped to expose 

and confound South Africa’s former apartheid regime. 

We call on you to take immediate action to implement your BDS policy and to 

campaign for boycotts of Israeli and international companies that are complicit with 

violations of Palestinian rights, to divest trade union funds from companies and 

institutions complicit in Israel’s occupation, settler colonialism and apartheid, and to 

apply pressure on governments to cut military and trade relations with Israel.  We 

ask that you endorse and work toward the Time to Divest campaign to ensure your 

local authority pension funds divest from corporate profiteers like HP/DXC and Bank 

Hapoalim, among others. 



We reiterate our call for a boycott of Histadrut, Israel’s general trade union, for its 

complicity with Israel’s violations of international law and its refusal to take a clear 

stand in support of comprehensive human rights for Palestinians. 

We look forward to working alongside trade unions around the world to develop and 

strengthen our struggles for human rights, social and economic justice. We stand 

shoulder to shoulder with working people worldwide and thank you for the solidarity 

you continue to show to the struggle for the Palestinian people.  

Signed

General Union of Palestinian Workers 

Palestinian Union of Postal, IT and Telecommunication

The Palestinian New Federation of Trade Unions 

General Union of Palestinian Women  

Federation of Independents Unions. 


